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in Inquiry into the Nature of the Laws according to which the 
Word of God is written. 


WHILE mankind are so much divided in their sentiments as 
to the authority of the sacred Scriptures, and also as to the doc- 
trines they teach, it is evidently of vast importance to ascertain 
in what respects they differ from human compositions. For while 
no radical difference is perceived, it is evident that the mind 
must abide in the sense of the letter, which killeth, to the neglect 
of the spirit, which giveth life. - So long as this darkness reigns, 
the Word must remain, as it is at present, exposed to the same 
criticism with the writings of men, and will be interpreted by 
the same rules. Thus human reason becomes the test of divine 
truth; or, in other words, man becomes the judge of God. 

It is the first object of this inquiry, to ascertain how the Word 
of God is written; and, this being done, it will plainly appear 
wherein it differs from the writings of men. 

It was a maxim of Hermes Trismegistus, that « All things in 
the spiritual world, exist also in the natural world, in a natural 
form, and that all things in the natural world, exist also in the 
spiritual, in a spiritual form.” 

Hermes is said to have lived in the time of Abraham. He was 
an Egyptian priest and philosopher, who instructed his country- 
men in theology and astronomy, and particularly in the science 
of the correspondence between natural things and spiritual. 
From his great knowledge and piety he acquired the name Tris- 
megistus, whieh signifies, thrice greatest. 

VOL, I. S.N 












460 REPOSITORY. 


These observations are made, to show that, in ancient times 
this science of correspondences was in use among the Egyptians. 
This is also confirmed by their method of writing in later peri- 
ods. Let it then be distinctly remembered, that Moses, the wri- 
ter of the Pentateuch, was skilled in all the learning of the 
Egyptians; and it will follow, as highly probable, that those 
books would partake of this style; if not that, they would be 
composed entirely according to it. ‘This is made still more pro- 
bable from the well known fact, that the learning of the Egyp- 
tians was held in the highest estimation by all contemporary na- 
tions; and from the universal sentiment, that the Bible is com- 
posed according to the highly figurative language of the East. 

The reader may be at a loss for the true signification of the 
term correspondence, as it is here used. That he may fully com- 
prehend our meaning, we cite the following passage from the 
restorer of this science. 

«¢ The whole natural world corresponds to the spiritual world, 
both in the whole, and likewise in its several parts; and what 
exists and subsists in the natural, from the spiritual, is called 
correspondence. Now the whole natural world exists and sub- 
sists from the spiritual, as an effect from its efficient cause: 
iherefore, there is a correspondent relation between them.” 

We shall now attempt to prove true, what we have before 
shown to be probable—that divine truth was communicated to 
the world according to certam laws of correspondence between 
natural and spiritual things; so that every word has, beside its 
literal sense, others distinct from it, with which the literal sense 
agrees, and from which it is derived, as an effect from its effi- 
cient cause. Some of these laws will be given in what follows. 

i. There have been communicated to the world spiritual defini- 
tions of all the expressions made use of in two of the books of Mo- 
ses, viz. Genesis and Exodus, and also in the Apocalypse. These 
definitions, when once given, are unalterable, except that they 
change with the nature of the general subject of which they 
treat. For example: a word, which, in the spiritual sense, sig- 
nifies truth, will, when speaking of celestial beings, signify ce- 
lestial truth, or that which originates in love to the Lord: wher 
applied to beings of a lower order, or spiritual beings, it will sig- 
unify spiritual truth, or that, which originates in love to our neigh 
bour: and when applied to natural beings, or beings of a stil! 
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lower order, it will signify natural or scientific truths, such as 
originates in love for natural objects. In like manner, when the 
subject treated of is opposite, the same word may represent the 
various degrees of falsehood or error. 

There are, perhaps, a very few words which admit, under some 
circumstances, of definitions which have very little or no affinity 
to each other. But these instances are very rare: certainly not 
more numerous than they are in the literal sense. 

These definitions, we repeat, are unalterable, except when the 
subject changes. The same definition, which is given to a word 
in the first of Genesis, applies not only through that book, when- 
ever it occurs, but also through the other books above-mentioned. 
if we abide by these definitions, all those passages, which are 
composed of the same words, in whatever order the words may 
be arranged, will be explicable ; and every passage thus explain-. 
ed will produce a most distinct, pure, and holy idea or senti- 
ment; and not one idea or sentiment so produced will be oppo- 
site to another, but the most wonderful connexion, agreement, 
and harmony will exist through the whole. 

2. In this explanation, there is a constant reference to the 
union of love and wisdom, or goodness and truth. For example, 
when any precept is given, it has reference, in general, to the un- 
derstanding and to the will, and also to their union ; and the un- 
derstanding is the receptacle of truth and the will of love. ‘Thus, 
in the command, « Watch and pray,’ watch has particular refe- 
rence to the understanding, and thence to the thoughts; pray, 
to the will, and thence to the affections ; and the conjunction 
and evidently expresses their union. 

In all passages, where meat and drink are used, the former has 
reference to good, and the latter to truth. ‘This same is true of 
body and blood, of bread and wine, of wood and stone. These 
examples may serve to illustrate what we mean by the union or 
marriage of good and truth. The internal sense has always re- 
ference to both, and to their union. 

3. The various subjects, contained in the above writings, are 
always treated of in the following manner, viz. The things which 
are first said, reign in the things which follow and involve them ; 
and so successively the things which are in the series. This may 
be illustrated by comparing it to a series of mathematical proposi- 
tions, of which one is primary and fundamental, all the others de- 
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pending upon it; and the second is next in importance, as, with- 
out it, those which follow could not exist. In this order, the 
whole series is supposed to proceed; so that the importance of 
every proposition is inversely as its distance from the first. 

4. It moreover appears, from this method of interpretation, 
that there is an uniform connexion and harmony of ideas in the in- 
ternal sense, even when no such connexion and harmony appear 
in the letter. 

All these most wonderful laws are strictly observed in the Pen- 
tateuch, and also in Joshua, Judges, the two books of Samuel, the 
two books of Kings, the Psalms, all the Prophets, the four Evan- 
gelists, and the Apocalypse. This appears, not only from the 
testimony of the author of the explanation above described, but 
from the fact, that in this explanation of Genesis, Exodus, and 
the Apocalypse, there is a very great number of passages from 
the other books here mentioned, adduced by way of illustration, 
and interpreted in the same manner. And beside this, he has 


given us a distinct work, containing a Summary Exposition of 


the internal sense of the Prophets and Psalms. Many, also, 
who have become well acquainted with the writings of this expo- 
sitor, find themselves able to trace all these laws through the 
books above enumerated. 

In addition to these, there are many passages in some of the 
other books generally received as canonical, which are written by 
correspondences; but these are not contained in a regular and 
connected series. Of this class are the book of Job and Solomon’s 
Song. If we apply the rules abpve described to any other com- 
positions, whether they be reputed human or divine, no sense at 
all will be produced ; but when applied to these thirty-four books, 
they are found to be the very essential laws, according to which 
they are written; and these books, when thus interpreted, are 
found to contain senses distinct from the literal, clear and har- 
monious, worthy of God to communicate, and of the highest im- 
portance for man to receive. | 

Behold here the eternal distinction between human and divine 
compositions. While the writings of men contain only that order 
of truth which exists in their own minds, the writings of the Most 
High, being composed according to the correspondence of inferior 
things with superior, contain every degree of truth, from that 
adapted to the natural man, to that which exists with the Foun- 
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tain of all existence, which was in the beginning with God, and 
which was God. 

Let the reader pause, and attentively consider the above facts ; 
and then seriously ask himself, whether we are not justified in 
the conclusion, that the books above named were written with 
particular reference to these laws, seeing that they can be inter- 
preted according to them. We can have no doubt that they may be 
thus interpreted; when we consider that three of them, together 
with a vast number of passages from all the others, have been very 
fully explained ; and that, besides this, there is a Summary Ex- 
planation of a great portion of the others, which is sufficiently 
complete to enable the attentive reader of the author’s other 
writings, to understand the internal sense. 

All this has been done by Emanuel Swedenborg, or, as we 

firmly believe, by the Lord himself, through Swedenborg, his 
faithful servant and messenger. If any doubt that this has been 
done, let him bear in mind, that thousands, well qualified to 
judge, have, by diligent investigation, ascertained the fact. Let 
it be further observed, that we point out the particular books con- 
taining this interpretation. ‘The burden of proof consequently 
lies on those who deny it. And let not this task be despised ; 
for if we speak what is false, or if we err on this most important 
subject, every intelligent Christian is bound, by the law of cha- 
rity, to endeavour to expose the delusion. But if we speak what 
we know, and testify what we have seen, then surely the welfare 
of every living soul is deeply involved in these things. Let the 
writings, which contain this exposition of so great a part of Scrip- 
ture, be faithfully examined ; let the truths which they contain be 
practised in the life, as fast as they are received into the under- 
standing: and we have not a doubt, that herein will be fulfilled 
what was spoken by the prophet, “ I will bring the blind by a way 
that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not 
known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked 
things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not for- 
sake them.” 

We have hitherto confined our attention to the laws, according 
to which the Word of God is written. Having in some degree 
illustrated their nature, and shown how they have been ap- 
plied by Swedenborg to a great part of the Word, we proceed to 

make some remarks on the difficulties which he must have sur- 
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mounted, in making this interpretation. The design of these 
remarks is to show, that Swedenborg could not thus have written 
without supernatural light. We ask the reader’s patient atten- 
tion to what follows, as his estimation of the whole subject may, 
in a great degree, depend on the present examination. Take any 
volume of equal magnitude with the books explained by Sweden- 
borg, and try if you can explain it in the same manner. 

Give a signification to the first word, distinct from its literal 
sense, by which you will abide wherever it occurs in the volume, 
except that it shall admit of the various degrees of the object, 
action, or quality, which it represents; and also, if this object, 
action, or quality be even taken in an opposite sense, this term 
may represent it. 

Thus proceed with the second word, and also with all in the 
first sentence. 

Let these definitions concur, to make complete sense. 

Proceed with the second sentence in like manner, observing, 
that if any word be repeated in this sentence which was used in 
the first, it must retain the same radical signification it had be- 
fore. Let this sentence, thus produced, be found in agreement, 
as to sentiment, with the first. 

Proceed to the third, and so through the book ; ever retaining 
the same radical signification to your words, that you first gave ; 
making complete sense of every sentence ; and in no case per- 
mitting the least contradiction to appear in the sentiments or 
ideas thus produced. 

Let the order, in which every subject is treated, be such, that 
what is first said shall be of primary importance, and shall reign 
through all that follows ; let the second idea or sentiment be the 
second in importance, and reign accordingly ; and in like manner 
every part which follows; so that the whole shall constitute an 
orderly series of truths or ideas proceeding from one fundamental 
truth. 

Let the whole concur, to teach a certain number of doctrines, 
all clearly explained, and all having relation to one universal 
subject. 

Let this subject be the same which is treated of in the literal 
sense. 

And, lastly, if there be any digressions, incoherencies, futili- 
ties, or obscurities in the literal sense, let them be completely 












































REPOSITORY. 471 


removed by the adopted sense, so that the whole may constitute 
one plain, harmonious, and orderly work. 

Can you do this? Can it be done by any human power? Nay, 
are there any human compositions extant, which, in any degree, 
admit of such an interpretation ? We presume that to these ques- 
tions you will not hesitate to answer in the negative. Again, try 
if you could thus interpret the Word of God: or, at least, think 
of the difficulties attending such an interpretation. How could 
you know, after having given such definitions to the words in the 
first sentence, as should express a clear sentiment, distinct from 
the literal sense, that they would, when connected in a thousand 
different ways with other words, concur, at all times, to express 
sentiments in agreement with the first ; or, indeed, any sense at 
all ? And not only this would be necessary, but you must see that 
the distinction between goodness and truth, with a constant re- 
ference to their union, would be preserved ; and also that every 
subject would be treated of in the order above described. Until 
such a view of the whole volume could be taken, as should enable 
you to determine all these facts, it is evident no further progress 
could be made. 

Now, it is certain that these and all other difficulties were sur- 
mounted by Swedenborg. That he had no human aid is equally 
certain ; and by this time, we believe the reader will add, with 
us, that it is equally certain no human power could accomplish 
such a work. After a full examination of the subject, we do not 
hesitate to say, that, in our opinion, the chance, that such an ex- 
position of the Scriptures could be effected without supernatural 
illumination, is not as one to infinity. 

We have now done with the inquiries and remarks which were 
at first proposed. A question may naturally arise, why many 
intelligent and good men have read some of the writings of Swe- 
denborg, without being convinced of their truth, if they are, in 
reality, what we have represented them to be. 

The reasons why men reject truths, are almost as numerous as 
their prejudices, their errors, and their various states of affection. 
But the great reason why the above arguments have had so little 
influence, is, that the particular volumes, from which they are 
deduced, are seldom read by those who reject the author’s writ- 
ings. Lf you inquire, you will find that they have read only some 
of the smaller works. Now, few persons wi!l receive truth merely 
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from its own light ; and those, who rely on extrinsic evidence, 
ought by no means to omit reading the works entitled “ Arcana 
Celestia, or Heavenly Mysteries,’ and «The Apocalypse Re- 
vealed.” From these, the humble and patient reader may obtain 
full evidence of the truth of all we have asserted. 

Let it not, however, be understood, that we recommend the 
arguments here adduced as the highest evidence we possess of 
the divine mission of Swedenborg. To us, the truths which he 
communicates are their own testimony, while we conform our 
lives to the commandments of God. 

Yet the evidence, here given, may have its use. To those who 
rely on miracles, or any external evidence, we offer the above 
facts, as proofs incontrovertible. 

And to all who desire to know wherein divine truth differs 
from human, we recommend a strict attention to the characteris- 
tics of the Word, which we have given. The laws of correspond- 
ence, when applied to the writings of men, will produce such a 
chaos, that you may well say, “ ‘The hand of the Lord hath not 
wrought this :’? but when applied to the Word of God, new de- 
grees of truth, even those which exist in the heavens, will be 
epened with infinite variety ; through all of which, such order, 
harmony, and glory will appear, that you cannot but exclaim 
with rapture, ‘ This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes.” 

Let the testimony we have borne you never be forgotten; for 
the time will soon come, when not only the reader of this, but all 
who read not, will be convinced, that we have not followed cun- 
ningly devised fables. If, then, there be one inquiry of more 
importance than any other—one which more demands the calm, 
unprejudiced, and persevering attention of every man—and one 
on which his eternal interest more deeply depends, it is concern- 
ing the “ REVELATION OF THE INTERNAL SENSE OF THE Worp 
or Gop.” | 

We, therefore, would sound the warning, “ Take heed how ye 
hear.” Be not misled with the popular cry, “he is mad,” nor 
believe ye say well, * he hath a devil.” Inquire not whether any 
of the rulers have believed on him, but remember that ‘ every 
one of us shall give an account of himself to God.”? Rely neither 
on popular nor on long-received opinions; for when were ever 
the majority on the side of truth? and which of the prophets have 
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not your fathers persecuted ? “And they have slain them who 
showed before of the coming of the Just One.” 

‘‘ See, therefore, that there be not in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief ;” for “ none of the wicked shall understand, but the 
wise shall understand.” 


REVIEW. 


in Interesting Correspondence between the Rev. John Johnson, 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Newburgh, New 
York, and Miss Elizabeth Jones, relative to the change in her 
opinions which occasioned her dismissal from his Church. 
New York. Charles N. Baldwin. 1817. 43 pp. 


FROM THE NEW ENGLAND GALAXY. 
(Concluded from page 412.) 


We now come to the reply of Mr. Johnson, in which he informs 
Miss Jones, that her letter had been “ read before the Session of 
his church, and its contents carefully considered; that they are 
of opinion, that on the doctrine of the Trinity, her sentiments are 
unscriptural, and in a material manner affect the whole Gospel 
scheme of salvation.”” He then states “ the orthodox doctrine on 
this subject,” in the words of the Assembly’s Catechism :— That 
there are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost; and that those three are one God, the same in 
substance, equal in power and glory.” He makes several obser- 
vations on this doctrine, as resting on Scripture independent of 
reason, and expresses his persuasion that she “ has not compared 
Scripture with Scripture, but taking a few detached passages, had 
drawn a conclusion unwarranted by a combined view of the whole 
Word of God. He presents, for her perusal and acceptance, 
‘Jones on the Trinity,” requests her to “study it with an un- 
biassed mind, and to pray to God to shed light into her mind.” 
He complains of her not having consulted with him, or some one 
of the Session, before she adopted the doctrine of the New Jeru- 
salem Church. We shall have occasion to extract a considerable 
part of this letter, in reviewing the reply to it. 

Miss Jones’s answer occupies thirty pages, and completes the 
correspondence. And here we find it difficult to make such se- 
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lections, as shall do justice to the extraordinary ability it disco- 
vers. As it will be necessary to make copious extracts, in order 
that any fair judgment may be formed, we trust that our readers 
will not be terrified by their number or their length, but will give 


them an attentive and serious perusal. The letter begins thus : 
* Rev. Sir, 

*“‘T have received your letter of the first of January; and although you dis- 
approve of both my faith and conduct, I am happy in knowing your opinion, 
as it will give me an opportunity, in some measure, of vindicating them ; 
but not fully, for it cannot be expected that justice can be done to such an 
extensive subject in a letter. And as you consider my first only to contain 
a few detached passages, I can expect but little more for this. Yet I shall 
endeavour to set my mind before you as fully as I can, without being so 
lengthy as to impose upon your patience. I cannot avail myself of the ad- 
vantage you did, having in my possession no book that is suitable to send on 
such an occasion. But previous to my attempting to answer you, give me 
leave to make one observation, which I wish you as well as myself to keep 
in view; and that is, that nothing, which shall be said respecting doctrine, 
shall be considered as a breach of charity or a personal reflection. If there 
be any thing in this letter that will bear such a construction, I beg that it 
may be considered as unintentional; for I assure you, sir, that it is far from 
my desire to offend any one. And I wish to show you all the respect that is 
due to your dignified station. Iam not insensible of the station I fill in the 
scale of beings, compared with you, sir, being no more than an unlearned 
female, the best informed of our sex being the weaker vessel. Yet I feel 
under the necessity of treating the subject before me with plainness ; and, 
while doing this, I must, as it were, forget my own inferiority, since I stand 
alone, and am called upon to answer concerning my Lord and his Truth: 
and since I do not speak in my own name, nor undertake in my own strength, 
nor trust in my own understanding, but look to the Lord for wisdom and 
strengthy J think I have reason to expect assistance, at least to support me 
under the displeasure of the church, if, by confessing my Lord and Master, 
Lincur it.” Pages 11, 12. 


Several general observations then follow respecting Mr. John- 
son’s letter, and the manner in which it is written; and she then 
proceeds to a ‘particular consideration of the subject.’ She 
quotes the following passage from Mr. J’s letter, to which we an- 
nex a part of her reply: 

“You say, ‘ We are persuaded, from the tenor of your letter, you have 
not compared Scripture with Scripture, as you should have done; but taking 
a few detached passages, as if they contained all that is said upon the sub. 
ject, a conclusion is drawn unwarranted from a combined view of the whole 
Word of God. In order that you may have an extensive view of what Goc 
has taught on the subject, we have sent you a small treatise on the Trinity 
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We cannot but declare our disapprobation of the course you have taken. 
You say, ‘these have been my sentiments for two years past,’ and yet you 
have never made them known, nor the state of your mind while in doubt: it 
was certainly your duty to have consulted with your pastor or some of the 
Session, before you adopted sentiments so hostile to the profession of your 
faith made when you connected with this church.’ 

“In the first place, I would inquire, what I am to do, to gain your appro- 
bation. It'really appears to me, sir, that you was so determined to blame 
me, that you entirely forgot to be consistént with yourself. You remonstrate 
against making use of reason, against looking to men; say I have not com- 
pared Scripture with Scripture, as I ought to have done ; then refer me to a 
book, the product of a man, that I may see what God has taught, and censure 
me for not consulting with the Session. Now, sir, I leave the world to judge, 
with what propriety you can censure me in this respect, even on your own 
principles: for if it was wrong to look to one man, it could not be right to 
look to another; and if what I am seeking after is of such a nature, that I 
cannot comprehend it, there is no use in it, should I obtain it. Therefore it 
can be nothing more than a formal compliment, to direct me to seek infor- 
mation.” Page 16. 


She justifies herself against the charge of not consulting with 
him or some one of the Session, lest it should be thought that she 
‘ wished to claim unlawful liberty, and despised the order which 
God has established.’ In this connexion we quote the following: 


“TI esteem teachers of the Gospel and church government more than ever, 
but do not think the authority given them in the Word allows them to bind 
the understanding of their hearers, or, if they should differ from them in 
Opinion, to deny that they have any conscience, and attribute to them a per- 
verse will. The business of the teachers of the Gospel is to instruct the 
understanding, and comfort the feeble minded, which is to be done by apply- 
ing the truths of the Word ; they being instruments in the hands of the Lord, 
to teach his people, should follow his example, and in so doing, they would 
make faithful and obedient subjects to the truth; for when the understanding 
is convinced, it has a tendency to subject the will. I know that men of 
learning, who devote their time to study, have a better opportunity of being 
well-informed. Still the state of society is such at present, that it is impos- 
sible for common people to trust to what men of learning say more than 
others ; for they are constantly contending with each other about truth and 
falsehood, and if they alone have reason, and consequently conscience, I think 
it is a great cause of lamentation that they do not make a better use of it.” 


She then gives a short account of the education she received 
from her parents, who were Presbyterians, in whose sentiments 
she remained till after their death, and thus describes the process 
of her mind, before becoming acquainted with the writings of 
Swedenborg, 
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“I thought I believed in what I had been taught, and considered tliat all 
others had gone out of the way; consequently, I believed them destitute of 
true religion, or else ignorant and self-conceited, and thus in error. But 
when it pleased the Lord to remove me from this church, and I went out in 
the contending world, I found that there were those who hold opinions oppo- 
site to what I did, who had as great advantages from education and parts as 
their opponents, and whose characters as Christians were not reproached 
even by them. Although their doctrines were condemned, yet I observed 
they could bring Scripture to prove them with the same facility as their op- 
ponents, and that one passage of Scripture was quoted to prove different 
doctrines, each contending that his was the true interpretation. In this state 
of anxiety and uncertainty, I concluded they were all wrong ; for I observed 
that the Scripture varied according to the recipient into which it entered. 
It did not flow out as it flowed in, but was modified so as to suit the several 
systems. I therefore determined to take the Word of God as it was handed 
down to me, without the comments of men for my articles of faith and cate- 


chism, to trust to his spirit to direct me when I read, and to enable me to 
understand what Iread.” Pages 19, 20° 


The expression ‘I thought I believed,’ deserves attention, as 
representing the state of many minds, who mistake the prejudices 
of early education for rational belief. Of those who, in after life, 
discover and renounce their errors, we have reason to fear, that 
a large proportion rest in general scepticism, while some rush 
forward into absolute infidelity. Few retain the docility, after 
they have passed the years of childhood, and ¢ receive with meek- 
ness the engrafted word which is able to save their souls.’ The 
very discovery of those errors, in which we have been educated, 
is apt to induce an aversion even to divine authority, and to nou- 
rish that pride of understanding, which is the most effectual ob- 
stacle to the reception of divine truth. 

We notice the following, as discovering piety and elevation of 


mind. In these days, perhaps, the spirit of a martyr is almost as 
rare as martyrdom itself. 


“ You put up a prayer for me, that I may be led to consider what a solemn 
_ step Iam about taking, and pause before I make it. I can assure you, sir, 
this is very grateful unto me, and my soul is melted when I reflect on it. 
Methinks I unite in the petition, and request that your prayers may be heard 
in your behalf as well as mine, and return unto you with the blessings you 
invoke for me; for I think you also are about to take a very solemn step, 
and may you pause before you make it. As to my considering what I am 
about, this I have already done. Every step I have taken has been well con- 
sidered; the cause, effect, and end have been explored and examined ; and I 
find it to be my duty to confess what I believe to be the truth, when called 
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upon in the manner I have been. This is all that I have done, or am about 
doing, and I should not dare to do otherwise. No! I feel as if I would not 
deny this faith, if sentence of death was already pronounced on its profes- 
sors.” Page 23. 


She reasons with much force in opposition to Jones, on the 
subject of the Divine Humanity,—stating the doctrine, as receiv- 
ed in the New Church, and thus proceeds : 


‘It is for thus believing and worshipping that you condemn me, and say 
that I should worship an invisible God, without any form, and look to a finite 
man to make atonement for me. For with the pen of the author you sent 
me, you say, *‘ The being of Gon is not an object of sight, but of faith; it 
enters first into the heart, and if it is wrong there, then the first command- 
ment is broken; and if a figure of it be set up before the eyes, then the second 
is broken” ” (Jones, p. 16.) 

** ] would ask, how can the person be faulty, whether it enters right or 
wrong, since he has no power to prevent its entrance; and if it does not pass 


through his understanding, and thus into his heart, his intellectual eyes in 


this case cannot possibly discern any thing of it.” Page 26. 


** Now, sir, according to your doctrine, He that is the First and the Last, 
which liveth and was dead, and which hath the keys of death and hell, and 
who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, cannot be the God you worship, for 
he is described to be in the figure of a man. Neither can he be the man 
Christ, which is your Redeemer ; for He that is the First and the Last cannot 


be a mere man, a creature of yesterday, 


if God had forbid any figure to be ascribed to him, he would not appear to 
his servants in a human form, and command them to leave it on record. 
Such a description cannot fail to produce in the mind a figure, if we believe 
what we read to be true. I appeal to any one who reads the above passages, 
(Rev. 1 and 12 chap.) if it does not unavoidably produce in the mind the 


figure of a man. 


“You declare you cannot have any fellowship with me, because I believe 
in the Divinity of Jehovah’s Humanity, and worship him in it, the same as I 
address your soul when I address you ; and say you do not ascribe any figure 
to the object of your worship, for he is altogether incomprehensible. It fol- 
lows, of course, that you worship the Unknown God, in three distinct per- 
sons, each of which is self-existing and destitute of form, and in my opinion 


your temple should be called by his name.” Pages 27, 28. 


This paragraph presents an opinion which may be worthy of 
very serious consideration. It is asserted by many, that no idea 
can be formed of the Divine Being, and that we ought not te con- 


you say your Redeemer is 2 
mere man with a human soul and’ body. He cannot be your God; for you 
say that the God you worship is three distinct persons, incomprehensibly 
united, and it is breaking the commandment to ascribe to him any figure. 
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sider Him as existing in any form. We would ask whether that 


can be an object of faith, of which no idea can be presented to the 
mind ? 


** You say, (Jones, p. 186) ‘The unity of the Trinity is not figurative, but 
strict and real, and there can be no real unity in God, but that of his nature, 
essence or substance,’ and (p. 180) ‘there are three distinct Agents, yet 
there is but cne and the same Divine Agency.’ Now, how can one of these 
Divine persons, as they are here called, (for I confess Ido not know how to 
speak of them, they having no figure, and yet I am forced to ascribe to them 
some personal property, or else forbear to speak of them) intercede with the 
other in behalf of guilty man, and make atonement for him, by taking his 
crimes upon himself, and thus again restore man to his divine favour, and 
then send the third person to administer comfort unto them, when all three 
of these persons have but one substance, consequently but one source of af- 
fection, thought, desire, speech, and action, and therefore if one was angry, 
the other could not avoid being so too, and what was spoken by the one would 
at the same moment proceed from the mouth of the other.” Page 29. 


For ingenuity and acuteness of reasoning, the above passage is 
pre-eminent. It would be not a little interesting to hear how 
Mr. Johnson and the Session would answer it. Of a similar cha- 
racter is the following: 


** The author you sent me says, (p.100) “It is imagined that God cannot 
intercede with himself, but a matter of fact that he has actually done 
this, therefore it is wicked an@false to say that he cannot; for God recon- 
ciled the world unto himself. It is also urged that God cannot proceed from 
or send himself. But here the question is begged that God is but one per- 
son; in which case it might be a contradiction. But when it is proved from 
Scripture that God is three persons, there is no contradiction in any of these 
things.”———-Strange reasoning! It is first asserted that God does intercede 
with himself; and then it is said there must be three persons for this, else 
it might be déemed a contradiction ; while yet these three persons have but 
one source of life, thought, and action, and where one is, there all are with 
all the Divinity. What can this be but sending Himself in person as well 
us in essence? For as they are omnipresent, one cannot go where the other 
is not. I cannot see, therefore, how the listinction of persons, which is of 
itself a paradox, reconciles any apparent contradiction.” Pages 30, 31. 


The famous passage in St. Paul, which is conceded to be a 
very difficult one, she thus remarks upon : 


** As to Christ the Lord’s giving up the kingdom to the Father, that God 
may be all in all, beyond a doubt you allude to the authority of St. Paul, 
as does your author, for proof of this opinion. I do not know any other pas- 
sages, except the one referred to, from which any such idea can be had, and 
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I think I may with propriety call this a detached one, which should be taken 
in connexion with the Scriptures, or at least with the rest of St. Paul’s writ- 
ings. I will take a little notice of this, that we may see what St. Paul really 
teaches. That these words, when taken alone, will bear such a construc- 
tion, Ido not deny. Yet St. Paul himself quotes the words of the Psalmist, 
to prove the contrary idea. (Heb. chap. 1.) The Father saith unto the son, 
‘Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever. And when speaking of Jesus 
Christ himself, he says, (Heb. chap. 10.) ‘ This man forever sat down on the 
right hand of God,’ and (chap. 13.) Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day 
and forever. Consequently, if once a king, he will ever remain so. (1 'Tim. 
vi.) Who is the only Potentate, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; and if 
once entitled to the adoration of angels and men, will ever continue to be. 
(Heb. i. 6.) When He bringeth the first begotten into the world, he saith, 
Let all the angels of God worship him ; and if once acknowledged to be the 
supreme Head of the church, He will ever remain such. (Coll. i.) He is the 
head of the church, who is the beginning, the First-Born from the dead. 
Now, according to St. Paul’s own words, He is, and will ever remain King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, and all the angels of God will forever worship 
Him who is the Head of the church, and by whom all things consist, and 
who never changes. How then can St. Paul, consistently with his own words, 
teach such doctrine as you represent?” Pages 32, 35. 


By thus quoting from the other epistles of St. Paul, passages 
which manifestly contradict this, she has put her author into a 
difficulty, which it will not be easy to ove. The further re- 
marks on this subject, which are. well@Morthy the attention of the 
reader, are too long to be inserted here, except the following pa- 
ragraph, which is too powerful to be omitted. 


“Admitting your doctrine to be true, and that the Redeemer will resign his 
rule, I would ask, after this great event shall have taken place, and God the 
Father, as you say, shall actually have been hailed and acknowledged by all the 
human race as their all inall, what is then to become of Jesus Christ? When 
all his services shall have been performed, when all his sufferings, his merits, 
is mediation and intercession, shall have been crowned with the long-desired 
success, in restoring to divine favour the rebellious children of men, what 
are to be the final honours which will be his reward? Is he at last to mix 
with the crowd of blessed spirits, undistinguished, unnoticed, and forgotten 
by those millions of happy souls whose enjoyments now so fill their minds, as 
to leave no room for any recollection of gratitude and love for their once 
adored benefactor? In short, is the Saviour of mankind, after having actually 
saved them, at last to be deprived of the honours and the glory of having 
effected what, upon your own system, no other being in the universe could 
have accomplished? After having been so many years worshipped as a God, 
is he now to be put upon a level with those that he has saved, and who have 


worshipped him? Surely this cannot be bettering the Arian scheme. They 
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allow the Saviour but a little glory, but permit him to retain it. Here he 
has divine honours conferred upon him for a season, as it were, to cause him 
to be faithful in interceding ; but, as soon as he has rescued sinners from all 
danger, and secured their eternal happiness, by bestowing on them the me- 
rits of his sufferings, he is not only neglected by them, but stripped of all 
his glory.” Page 35. 


She concludes her remarks on Jones as follows: 


“ Thus, sir, I view the doctrine of the author you sent me. These are the 
reflections which occurred to my mind, while I was reading his book. I am 
no critic, nor do I aspire after that character. The Truth is what I, in the 
greatest sincerity and simplicity, seek after, and strive to support. The 
observations which I have taken notice of, appear to me to be such plain 
contradictions, that a child might perceive them.” Page 39. 


The following discovers the true spirit of charity, which she 
exercised towards her opponents. 


“‘ Yet I do not feel towards you, as you say you do towards me; for as a 
Christian, I esteem you as much as I ever did, and feel nothing to hinder my 
being in fellowship with you all; for although I do not believe your faith to 
be genuine, I do not doubt your love, and it is love, certainly, that effects 
unity, and not light. Although you declare that you can have no fellowship 
with me, yet, I affirm, if you love the Lord, I am bound to love you; and 
where there is fellowship, let your faith be what it may, if it does but lead 
you to worship Jehovah, and. keep his commandments, though in the inno- 
cence of error you should = 48 your persons to fifteen, my obligation is 
still the same.” Page 40. 


The letter closes with a request, that if she should be excom- 
municated from the church, the causes of her dismission might be 
particularly specified in writing. The Session, after considering 
her letter, and holding a conversation with her, in which she 
avowed her full belief in the doctrines of the New Jerusalem 
Church, agreed unanimously in her excommunication. 

We are aware of the imperfect manner in which our extracts 
have been made, and have already acknowledged the difficulties 
attending the task. Sufficient, hawever, has been selected, to 
discover in the author extraordinary powers of understanding and 
reasoning, united with charity, meekness, and humility. We 
would again recommend an examination of the work itself, which, 
even without any reference to the doctrines it defends, or those it 
opposes, must be regarded as one of the greatest literary curiosi- 
ties which the present age has produced. We see, on one side, a 
clergyman and Session, with every aid from numbers, power, and 
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learning; and on the other, an insulated female, with all the 
diffidence of her sex, under every disadvantage of defective 
instruction and limited information. Yet no one will pretend to 
question in whose favour the controversy has resulted. The con- 
duct of the church, on this occasion, naturally reminds us of that 
of the Pharisees to the man born blind: « Dost thou teach us? 
And they cast him out.” 

The progress of the New Jerusalem Church, within the last 
thirty years, has been such as to afford sufficient evidence that its 
doctrines are not to be overthrown by those methods of opposition 
which its enemies have hitherto adopted. Although, in every 
country, public opinion is against it; though learning despises, 
and ignorance fears it; though its members are branded with op- 
probrious epithets, still its evidence convinces, when examined, 
every class and every gradation of mind. ‘The philosopher finds 
the treasures of nature and of intellect laid open to his view ; and 
‘the way-faring man, though a fool, does not err therein.’ 

Should any question or deride us for the high claim we have 
made, that we live under a new dispensation of divine truth, we 
would only reply, that till they examine they cannot refute, and 
that we can hardly be expected to yield our deepest and most 
solemn convictions to declamation, dogmatism, or ridicule. Till 
we are demonstrated to be wrong, we shall not be deterred from 
bearing our testimony to the truth we believe. It is to no purs 
pose for levity to trifle, if indolence refuses to examine. But to 
the candid and ingenuous, who have been led, from ignorance and 
prejudice, to inquire with Nathanael, “ Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?” we would repeat the invitation of Philip, 
‘© COME AND SEE.” 


——> =)- Ge 
LETTER 
From the late Rev. John Wesley to one of his Preachers. 


The following letter from the late Rev. John Wesley to one of 
his preachers, is one of the finest specimens of reproof which I 
have ever seen. For neatness, closeness, and ingenuity, | know 
not where we could find its equal. As it will no doybt afford 
pleasure to many readers, the editors of the New/Jerusalem 
Church Repository are requested to insert it. 
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“ Dear S ‘s 

“ You know I love you: ever since I knew you, I have neglect- 
ed no way of showing it, that was in my power. And you know 
T esteem you for your zeal and activity, for your love of disci- 
pline, and for your gifts which God has given you: particularly 
quickness of apprehension, and readiness of utterance, especially 
in preaching and prayer. 

“Therefore I am jealous over you, lest you should lose any 
of the things you have gained, and not receive a full reward: and 
the more so, because I fear you are wanting in other respects, 
and who will venture to tell you so? You will scarce know how 
to bear it from me, unless you lift up your heart to God. If you 
do this, I may venture to tell you what I fear, without any fur- 
ther preface. I fear you think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think. Do you not think too highly of your own under- 
standing, of your gifts, particularly in preaching, as if you were 
the very best preacher in the connexion? of your own impor- 
tance, as if the work of God, here and there, depended wholly or 
mainly on you? and of your popularity, which I have found, to 
my surprise, far less, even in L , than expected. May not 
this be much owing to your want of brotherly love ?. With what 
measure you mete, men will measure to you again. I fear there 
is something unloving in your spirit: something not only of rough- 
ness, but of harshness, yea of sourness! Are you not likewise 
extremely open to prejudice, and not easy to be cured of it? so 
that whenever you are prejudiced, you commence bitter, implaca- 
ble, unmerciful : If so, that people are prejudiced against you, is 
both the natural and judicial consequence. | 

‘Tam afraid lest your want of love to your neighbour should 
spring from your want of love to God; from want of thankful- 
ness. I have sometimes heard you speak, in a manner that made 
me tremble : indeed, in terms that not only a weak Christian, but 
even a serious Deist would scruple to use. 

‘‘] fear you greatly want evenness of temper. Are you not 
generally too high, or too low? Are not all your passions too 
lively, your anger in particular? Is it not too soon raised ? and 
is it not often too impetuous, causing you to be too violent, bois- 
terous, bearing down all before you? 

“ Now, lift up your heart to God, or you will be angry at me. 
But I must go a iittle further. I fear you are greatly wanting 
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in the government of your tongue. You are not exact in relating 
facts. I have observed it myself. You are apt to amplify: to 
enlarge a little beyond the truth. You cannot imagine, if others 
observe this, how it will affect your reputation. 

«‘ But [I fear you are more wanting in another respect ; that you 
give a loose to your tongue when you are angry; that your lan- 
guage then is not only sharp, but coarse and ill-bred: if this be 
so, the people will not bear it. They will not take it, either from 
you or me,” &c. 


—D > a - 


ANSWER 
To Query in page 420. 

The first advent of Him by whom all things were made, His 
miraculous assumption of a human nature, His whole life in this 
lower world, His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, are 
mysteries to the comprehension of which reason is inadequate. 
The extent of redeeming love is such as angelic beings desire to 
look into, but can never perfectly understand. His second com- 
ing, in the power and glory of his Holy Word, so long ago pre- 
dicted, will be not less mysterious, and even incredible to the 
bulk of mankind. ‘The natural man, and still more the sensual, 
cannot discern the things of the Spirit of God. They are a stum- 
bling-block to some, accounted foolishness by others. They can 
only be discovered by such as have their spiritual eyes opened to 
the light which enlightens every man that cometh into the world, 
and unto Him in whom the treasures of all wisdom and knowledge 
are hid. Wonderful indeed as the fact is, that God was made 
manifest in the flesh, and was in all things like to ourselves, sin 
excepted, what reason have we to be grateful for His adorable 
condescension, in having humbled himself so far as to behold the 
things in earth as well as heaven, thereby rendering Himself 
forever visible, knowable, and approachable by his creatures, who 
otherwise would have inevitably perished. Prior to his complete 
glorification, His divinity was, as it were, overshadowed for a 
time ; but, as he advanced in years, His states became progres- 
sively changed and exalted, until at last His humanity was fully 
glorified, or became divine in last as well as in first principles. 
Every state of His life upon earth was conducive to, and a figure 
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of, the great work which he came to accomplish, viz. the bringing 
of all things to order, and the salvation of the human race, by the 
perfect and reciprocal union of the divine and human principles. 
Then indeed the work was gloriously and triumphantly finished! 

The flight of Joseph, with the young child, into Egypt, appa- 
rently for the purpose of avoiding the malice with which Herod, 
the representative of the Jews, was instigated, designates the in- 
struction of His childhood: for by Egypt, in which a church had 
existed before the representative church of the Jews was insti- 
tuted, not only is meant science in general, for which that coun- 
try was long famed, but, in respect to the Lord, the science of 
knowledges from the Word. Hence the prophecy, * Out of Egypt 
have I called my son.” ‘This science of knowledges serves for 
vessels recipient of things celestial and spiritual, as the literal 
sense of the Word may be said to form the vessels recipient of 
its heavenly interior wisdom and knowledge. The several states, 
through which the Lord passed, in his progress to perfection 
purely divine in the human principle, are described in the Sacred 
Scriptures throughout, but more particularly in the history of 
Abraham and the patriarchs, who, in different degrees, were re- 
presentatives of Him. With a view to illustrate the relation of his 
baptism by John, I have been induced to request the publication 
of a few extracts from the work entitled « Heavenly Mysteries,” 
which, being voluminous, is not in possession of all the readers 
of the Repository. The extracts will be interspersed with some 
observations which occurred to the writer, on his examination of 
the subject, in consequence of the Question in the last Reposi- 
tory, p- 420. 

We shall here only observe, (from No. 2795, A.C.) that every 
human being passes through various states from infancy, is con- 
firmed by experience. Every change is under the direction of 
the Divine Providence, towards eternal ends, which he alone, by 
virtue of His omniscience can foresee. Those changes must 
therefore, in regard to his creatures, be acknowledged to be of 
His operation, and when devoutly seen by them, will be so ac- 
knowledged. But with the Lord Himself, during his personal 
abode in the world, the changes were effected by and from Him- 
self, because He was divine, and the very esse of itis life was Je- 
hovah. He was called, indeed, the Son of the Highest, the Son 
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of God, and the Only Begotten of the Father, which expressions 
seem to imply, as do many others, a distinction of persons, although 
this term is not to be found in any of the books of the Word. “ Ne- 
vertheless, when He was as it were born again, or made divine, it 
was from Jehovah, who was in Him as to the very esse of life.” 
No. 2798. Reason cannot well comprehend how this was accom- 
plished : but some resemblance of the process may be traced in 
regeneration. Men, agreeably to the apostolic saying, are thereby 
made new creatures in Jesus Christ, and consequently by Him. 
They are convinced that they cannot truly love Him without 
keeping his commandments. They become thus sensible of the 
truth, that of themselves they are nothing but evil, and thus liable 
to be seduced by their hereditary corruptions, and prompted by the 
Evil One to indulge in them. Hence struggles and combats arise 
in their minds between these and the good principles implanted 
in them by reading the Word, and learning the doctrines thence 
derived. Those trials, as far as they rely upon divine aid and 
assistance, serve to confirm their faith in their Heavenly Father, 
and thus they are at length enabled to have His divine face, as 
their God and Saviour, with his holy fear, continually before their 
eyes. Although they do not know whence the spirit cometh, and 
whither it goeth, they become gradually affected by the divine 
operation ; their understandings are enlightened, and their affec- 
tions purified. In short, by shunning all evils as sins, they labour 
to acquire the state of little children, or of that innocence which, 
with the heavenly inhabitants, is conjoined with wisdom :—then, 
and not before, is their regeneration complete ; whilst their love 
and wisdom continue upon the increase forever, by virtue of new 
supplies from their Infinite Fountain, according to their several 
capacities of meetness for reception. 

Baptizing, among the Jews, was a sign of the purification and 
regeneration of man by the Lord. But as to the Lord Himself, 
it signified the glorification of His human principle: therefore, 
when the Lord permitted John to baptize Him. He said, Thus it 
becometh to fulfil all justice, Matt. iii. 15. To fulfil all the jus- 
tice of God, denotes to subdue the hells, and to reduce them and 
the heavens into order, from his own proper power, and at the 
same time to glorify His human, which things were effected by 

temptations into Himself, thus by continual combats with the 
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hells, even to the last on the cross. By the glorification of His 
human, He let himself into the power, that from the divine human 
He might to eternity subjugate the hells, and keep the heavens in 
order, and thereby regenerate man, that is, deliver him from hell, 
and save him. See No. 10239. Thus the prophecy, according to 
the spiritual sense, is fulfilled: «“ He hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: he was wounded for our transgressions, 
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him, and with his stripes we are healed.” Isaiah iv. 4, 5. 

The following elucidation of the Lord’s baptism is contained 
in the Universal Theology of the New Church. 

It is recorded that the Lord, full of the Holy Spirit, by which 
is signified the divine operation proceeding from God, returned 
from Jordan, and that the Spirit led Him into the wilderness, 
where He was tempted forty days by the devil. Hence it would 
seem that the baptism of His humanity was a measure preparatory 
to the grievous temptations with which He permitted it to be as- 
sailed. These He upon that occasion repelled, and finally tri- 
umphed over all the principalities and powers, leading captivity 
captive, or liberating the spirits in prison from that thraldom in 
which they had been held by the Satanic crew. In this point of 
view, it may be said, He descended into hell itself. 

I would refer the friend and well-wisher of the New Jerusalem 
Church, and all others who may entertain doubts upon the sub- 
ject of the Divine Trinity or Unity, to the small treatise concern- 
ing the Lord. The time has now arrived for the human under- 
standing to be enlightened with the true knowledge of the divi- 
nity, the foundation of all other knowledges, and the medium for 
effecting a reformation, not merely from the superstition and the 
more gross errors of Popery, but from the fatal tenets of predes- 
tination and faith alone. Such a reformation will produce a 
change of the heart and of the life, and thus will the prediction 
of ancient prophecy be fulfilled, “ In that day shall there be one 
Lord, and his name one.” «In that day living waters shall go 
out from Jerusalem, and the Lord shall be King over all the 
earth.” I. 
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APHORISMS. 
To the Editors of the New Jerusalem Church Repository. 


Gentlemen, 

The following maxims are collected from conversations [ had 
with the venerable and reverend J. Clowes; and as they bear a 
characteristic mark of his piety and intelligence, and all tend to 
the perfection of good and of happiness, I beg leave to offer them 
for insertion in your valuable Repository. 


Your obliged and humble servant, 
J. F. E. 





The best time is now; and the best place is here. 

Anxiety is from beneath; content is from above. 

To serve from love is not only to be free, but to be happy ; 
He who serves every one in the universe is the Lorp himself. 

All uses, even the lowest, are from the Lorp, and He is pre- 
sent at their performance. 

The Lord provides most wonderfully for all our comforts. Can 
man make a single grain to grow ? or a blade of grass ? 

Jesus was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of bread ; 
so spiritual good can only be received by breaking it, or by view- 
ing it distinct in the understanding. 

Every one, though by means of regeneration he has a heaven 
within, carries also his hell along with him; and the Lorp pro- 
vides that from this evil even a good is derived ; for the evil, 
when it does not mix nor join with the good, brings it more for- 
ward, aids its growth, and fixes it more steadfastly ;—the evil 
will be looked upon with due aversion and detestation. 

The love of wisdom which we have is selfish, but the love of 
growing wise is heavenly ; what we possess is always infinitely 
little, compared with what we have to obtain. 

Patience is endurance of evil without falling into violence: or 
more properly speaking, patience is protection from the Lorn, 
by ministration of his angels of tranquillity and peace, proceeding 
from Him when we look up to Him. When evil spirits approach 
us and we fret, this is their delight, and becomes their abode ; 
but by looking up for assistance to the Lord, we open the door 
for heavenly fight to enter, and this removes the evil spirits, for 
they cannot endure it. In the spiritual state, evil and false are 
subdued by truth, and in the celestial state by good. 
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To make an estimate of our possessions or our fortune, we may 
ask, how much we would take to part with one of our fingers? 
or, if we rightly value the Sacred Scriptures, how much would 
content us to lose one of the hundred and fifty psalms P—and so 
of the rest. 

In speaking of property, what man is in the habit of duly esti- 
mating his spiritual property, or the extent thereof, when he can 
say, The Lorp is my portion? And with the Lorp we further 
possess all His kingdoms in the heavens. 

Even the common actions of use may convey a spiritual lesson 
to a reflecting mind ; as, when we wash our hands with water and 
soap in the morning, we find a representation that natural truth, 
to which water corresponds, must be joined with the principle of 
good, to which the oil or fat in the soap corresponds ; but we fur- 
ther find that oil and water will not conjoin themselves, without 
the medium of salt in the soap, which corresponds to the desire 
of conjunction of good with truth ; (A. C. 10300) but when in this 
manner natural truth is conjoined with spiritual good, it cleanseth 
the interior body, as water and soap will the exterior. 

Adversity or crosses in life are of use to preserve the equi- 
librium or balance, when we have become possessed of spiritual 
treasure, particularly to those who press forward in a sanguine 
temper, and are liable to exultation. 

To stand still under any present attainment, whether of good- 
ness or wisdom, is to change its character from progressive to 
stagnant. 

Rivers represent living waters from their fountain or from the 
Lorp; stagnant waters, those that are separated and become 
putrid. 

Pray daily to the Lorp to be placed or preserved into the 
sphere of innocence, of conjugial love, and of the love of perform- 
ing uses. 


——D =)- ae 


HOPE. 


What is hope? All agree that it remains with us to the last 
moment of earthly existence. It bears us up, in the midst of the 
greatest and most complicated troubles. It sees a brighter pros- 
pect in the future, when Reason is enveloped in total darkness. 


What is it then? Is it a human principle? No: it is in fact 
+ 
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rHe Divine Lire 1n Tue Sout. It is immortal, and not to be 
extinguished by the storms or clouds of this inferior atmosphere. 
Let all strive then to entertain it, as the most exalted and most 
blessed of visiters. Y. 


——_ - - a 


‘ Male to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness.” 
Luke xvi. 9. 

Mammon, in a natural sense, is the riches of this world, as 
is well known to all. In a spiritual sense, it is the riches of 
the eternal world, and these are the knowledges of the truths of 
the Lord’s kingdom, of the divine laws which teach us to re- 
gulate our spiritual life, and prepare us for the heavens. But 
how are we to make friends of the mammon of unrighteousness, 
and what are these? They are the knowledges, with the evil, of 
the truths which relate to the spiritual life; for the evil, even the 
evil spirits of hell, have these knowledges, or rather appear to 
have them. It is by these they accuse and bring the spirit of 
man into straitness, distress, and condemnation: for the evil spi- 
rits never accuse us of doing good. When the Lord, by his di- 
vine presence and illumination, labours to form in us a conscience, 
with the life of truth and good, they are present, and perpetually 
aggravate, by showing our deficiencies and perpetual short-com- 
ings of the divine law, that we may be brought into condemnation 
and despair, and be discouraged from travelling the road to Ca- 
naan, suggesting that the Jnakim are there, and that it is a land 
which eateth up the inhabitants thereof. ‘They are said to be the 
mammon of unrighteousness, because the evil have them for the 
purpose of doing mischief to others, and employ them to injure and 
destroy. But how shall we make them friends? These words 
relate especially to the states of accusation by evil spirits, when 
the Lord is about to form the spiritual life within us. We are 
to make them friends, 1. By reflecting that they can exist only 
by divine permission, which is from the infinite mercy of the Lord, 
and that he would permit it only for good; 2. That we could 
not be accused, unless a conscience was beginning to be formed ; 
for, before this, we are indifferent whether our actions are spiri- 
(ually good or evil, or we should not have given occasion for such 
accusations; S. That we are in reality evil, and that the accus- 
ing spirits are but instruments, in the hands of the Divine Provi- 
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dence, for subduing evil: we should therefore at once he huin- 
bled and be comforted; 4. Being humbled and comforted, we 
shall receive the accusations in gentleness, we shall be well 
minded towards our accuser, (or adversary, Matt. v.25;) 5. We 
shall reflect that we could not otherwise see our evil state, and 
without seeing it, could neither come out of it, nor wish to come 
out of its; 6. We shall hereby see how useful these accusations 
are, that in fact they are perpetual monitors; 7. We shall there- 
fore use them constantly as such, and, with these reflections ever 
before us, we shall, in humility, perpetually strive to avoid all 
evil, comfort ourselves with a knowledge that the work is begun 
and going on, and thus make the mammon of unrighteousness real 
friends; for when we fail, that is, come into a deep sense of our 
own inability, we shall learn to rely on the strength of the Lord, 
they will then receive us into everlasting habitations, we shall 
come into the life of heaven, even during our pilgrimage on earth; 
and when this is over, enjoy an unobscured perception of its un- 
mixed beatitudes hereafter. ¥. 


a 7+ mee. 


QUERIES 


Offered to the Members of the New Jerusalem Church for 
solution. 


Was not the herald of the New Dispensation especially per- 
mitted to have his spiritual senses opened to the perception of 
things in the spiritual, while living in the natural world, that 
mankind might, through his experience, be made to comprehend 
the great subject of degrees of divine truth, and in what man- 
ner the spiritual degree exists within the natural ? 

Was it not the express end in view, in making this discovery, 
to unfold to man the grand truth, that the blessed Lord Jesus 
Christ, who announced himself to the Jews as the Son of God, 
and the son of man, was interiorly, that great God and Father, 
from whom descends all degrees of truth ? 

Is it not, then, particularly incumbent on the recipients of the 
new and glorious dispensation, to direct their united labours to 
this grand point; and to endeavour to satisfy every sincere in- 
quirer after truth, in the old church, by presenting to his mind, 
in the most perspicuous language possible, the manner in which 
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we understand our blessed Lord to have been the the great God 
and Father existing in the heavens, while in the humanity he 
dwelt on earth, and by his holy spirit operated throughout 
creation ? 

May not the herald of the New Church be considered as an 
humble type of our glorified Lord in this grand particular ? and 
if men can be made to understand this great truth, as it respects 
our blessed Saviour, will it not open their minds to the compre- 
hension and affectionate reception of every other part of the New 
Dispensation ? 

If these questions should be answered in the affirmative, they 
will render pardonable the feeble attempt of the writer of the 
present article, to throw some light on this sublime subject of 
inquiry. 

Observing, in page 420, of the 7th number of your Repository, 
a ** Question on the appearance of the Dove at the Baptism of 
our Lord,’ I was induced to recur to a manuscript written some 
time since, entitled, ** Reflections on the Principles of Degrees 
unfolded in the New Dispensation; with a Desire to explain 
and illustrate that Principle by some of the most prominent 
Events in the human Life of our Lord Jesus Christ; viewed in 
Connexion with several Points of Natural Philosophy.” In this 
manuscript I found the following observations relative to the sub- 
ject in question. Should they be deemed worthy a place in your 
Repository, please to insert them. 

Behold, then, in the very first public act of our Lord Jesus, an 
instance of that Godlike condescension, which is the glorious 
characteristic of his human life—he comes to John to be bap- 
tized !—Impressed with a powerful conviction of Jesus being the 
promised Messiah, and of his own unspeakable inferiority, how 
touchingly does John recoil at the thought of presuming to bap- 
tize his Lord and Master! But Jesus showing him the expe- 
diency of the act, and the propriety of submitting to his supreme 
judgment, he resisted no further, but performed the interesting 
ceremony in the presence of all the people. And what is the 
wonderful effect! Behold! the heavens are opened, and the 
Holy Spirit descending in the form of a dove, rests on the bless- 
ed Jesus!—Let us now, with unfeigned solemnity inquire, 
whence the descent of the Holy Spirit? From what part or direc- 
tion of the material heavens; from ether, or some more distant, 
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unexplored region ? Does not our Lord himself inform us, “ Be- 
hold the kingdom of heaven is within you ;” and from whom was 
this descent ? Shall we, by searching apparently immeasurable 
space, find the abode of the pure Divinity! the Sun of Righteous- 
ness! Surely, rationality, as well as natural philosophy, assure 
us we shall thus find him only in his works; and natural phi- 
losophy alone, unaided by that Holy Spirit, would doubtless con- 
firm us in the belief, that in his works only, is he to be found. 
Whence then, again we ask, was the descent of the Holy Spirit ? 
Was it not evidently a divine emanation from the Interior, the 
soul, thus the Father of the blessed Jesus ? 

But, behold ! a voice! accompanies this gracious visitation—a 
voice from the great | am—proclaiming Jesus his beloved Son! 
Now, whence this voice ? Could it possibly be an effect in nature? 
then why not believe the ancient superstition that thunder is the 
voice of God! oh! no, here in this whole transaction the spiritu- 
al energy is splendidly manifested by our uord, with great pow- 
er and glory ; it operates on the surrounding multitude, and opens 
the eyes and ears of their spirits to the perception of that power, 
as far as they were capable of receiving the faculty of perception. 
The sublime truth that ne 1s, HIMSELF, the very God, from 
whom flowed the holy spirit represented to their spiritual vision 
by the form of a dove; and from whom also flowed the heavenly 
voice proclaiming his divinity, veiled by the appellation of Son, 
was too truly divine, to be at that period received by any mem- 
ber of the Jewish Church; for well do we know, that all, even 
his very disciples, forsook him and fled, at the Jewish tribunal, 
when they found all their hopes of earthly splendour utterly cut 
off. 

To have attempted, then, to enforce this divine truth, on the 
mind of the Jewish people, would have been productive of no bet- 
ter effect, than that of exasperating them to such an extent, as to 
prevent the admission of any degree of truth, into their souls ; but 
by presenting himself to them under the natural, correspondent 
truth of ason of God, who, in obedience to his Father’s com- 
mands, and in love to mankind, had come on earth to save sin- 
ners by teaching them, “ the way, the truth, and the life.” By 
presenting himself thus to the Jews, he opened a way to all the 
remains of good feeling, which nature had implanted in their 
hearts; and drew around him, all who had any real desire for 
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spiritual knowledge. It was, in fact, like the literal sense of the 
Old Testament, an apparent truth; it was brought down to the 
capacity of the people to whom it was addressed; yet was cal- 
culated to raise their affections out of that state of corporeal self- 
love, which, being merely sensual, was a state of essential evil 
and falsehood. 

By refraining from revealing himself explicitly, as the onz 
LivinG and TRUE Gop, Jesus was also enabled to derive impor- 
tant uses from that natural love of mystery, which is commonly 
found in the uncultivated mind; and which undoubtedly com- 
manded that state of eager attention, that could, perhaps, by no 
other means have been produced. The divine voice, for the spi- 
ritual perception of which, they had been prepared, but which 
they ignorantly believed to be perceived by their natural sense of 
hearing; together with the spiritual perception of the dove an- 
nouncing the blessed Jesus to be the Son of Gods; exalted their 
intellectual powers to as great a height as they were capable of 
bearing ; and produced in every willing or good heart that first 
faith in the Messiah, which is the true seed of genuine repent- 
ance; and thus accomplished the end for which it is intended 
throughout the church; which end would have been wholly de- 
feated by a higher and fuller display of the pivine TRUTH, at 
that early period. 

We have only then to realize, that our blessed Lord exercised 
his divine influence on the spiritual senses of those about him, 
and permitted them spiritually to see the dove and hear the 
voice ; and for himself, being in every degree of truth, from the 
natural up to the divine, (though not yet fully glorified by the 
expulsion of the maternal humanity yet) he could be perceived 
equally with their spiritual and natural eyes. Our Lord per- 
forming all things according to his own laws of divine order, is 
it to be supposed that he created natural objects, like the dove. 
wine, &c., without the employment of time, space, and matter? 
Is it not clear then that these were spiritual creations, which we 
are continually told in the New Dispensation, are immediate! Had 
the dove been natural, how could it be visible and invisible ? 
Supposing these, then, to be spiritual representations, flowing 
immediately from his divine power, to suit the especial needs of 
those about him, the unity of our Lord is, we think, completely 
and beautifully illustrated. 
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Since closing the above communication, the following thoughta 
have presented themselves. The writer would respectfully sub- 
mit them as an additional subject of animadversion. 

[s it not known to us of the New Church, that the human 
mind, since the judgment of the spiritual world in the year 1757, 
is in the enjoyment of perfect freedom ; and is therefore induced 
to extend its investigations into the intellectual world,in any di- 
rection whither it finds itself inclined? What can interest the 
mind of an intelligent being so powerfully as the inquiry into the 
mode and manner of existence of its Creator and Preserver ? 
Shall we be surprised, then, at questions like that respecting the 
Dove above-mentioned ? a question which we have even heard 
asked, with great earnestness, by a girl of twelve years old ! 

As we can recollect no passage, in the voluminous revelations 
of the herald of the New Church, wherein this subject is particu- 
larly explained, may it not be, that, as this is an instance in which 
immediate communication was made to men, from the Interior 
Divinity of our blessed Lord, it can only be fully comprehended 
by ascending to the celestial sense, in comparison with which, 
even the spiritual, is in a degree of obscurity. The spiritual 
sense of the sacred Scriptures, in its regular series, is pretty 
fully given to our highly favoured church ; may not her advanced 
members be sometimes permitted to rise even above the spiritual 
sense, and perceive glimpses of the celestial, as the distinguished 
members of the old church seem to have had glimpses of the 
spiritual sense, previous to its development ? 

The celestial sense, we are informed, treats entirely of the 
Lord ; when, therefore, a devout soul, driven by the keenest ea- 
ternal temptation, to the Fountain of Love, has long and steadily 
fixed its adoring eye on this glorious object of holy contempla- 
tion—may not the Father of our spirits grant some special glances 
of divine mercy to illuminate the dark abyss, and cheer the 
weary pilgrim r 

Shall the writer then be accused of vanity or presumption in 
indulging a hope, that the thoughts thus presented, are from an 
elevated source—and may not be unproductive of some little use. 
in aiding the researches of congenial minds ? 





REPOSITORY. 495 
ANSWER 
Lo the Query respecting the appearance of the Dove at the Bap- 
lism of our Lord. 


In Matthew, iii. 16, 17, it is said, ‘* And Jesus, when he was 
baptized, went up straightway out of the water ; and lo, the hea- 
vens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descend- 
ing like a dove, and lighting upon him: and, lo, a voice from hea- 
ven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
In Mark, i. 10, 11, the words are nearly the same. In Luke, iii. 
21, 22, we are told, «* Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the 
heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape, 
like a dove, upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, 
Thou art my beloved Sons in thee I am well pleased.”? In John, 
i. 32, 33, it is said, * And John bare record, saying, I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 
And [knew him not, but he that sent me to baptize with water, 
the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit de- 
scending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost.”? The Christian world is so much in the 
mere letter, and their ideas are so material, that a universal notion 
prevails, that the Holy Ghost is in the form of a dove; whereas, 
a very little reflection would have enabled them to see that a 
divine being or person, as they believe the Holy Ghost to be, could 
not be or exist in the form of abird. The faith of mankind, 
heretofore, has been altogether blind and implicit, being founded 
simply upon authority, and as such wholly of an external nature. 
They received their religious dogmas, as children in early infancy 
receive the rudiments of their education, merely into their me- 
mory, without elevating them, by a distinct comprehension of 
the understanding, into the higher faculty of the judgment, No 
clear conception, therefore, was formed of what they really 
believed, but every thing remained in the lower and external 
faculties of the mind, where all was indistinct and confused. 
They were incapable of seeing the internal things of the Worp, 
or of receiving ideas of a spiritual nature: nor could they view 
the things of religion in a rational light. Indeed, the mind was 
fast bound in the chains of naturalism ; and, had internal things 
been opened to them, they would have denied or perverted them. 
“ Ihave many things to tell you, but ye cannot bear them nov.” 
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In all ages, and in every dispensation, the Lord, as a wise parent, 
imparts to his children only the knowledge which they can bear . 
and apply to use. He reveals the things of his internal kingdom 
only as they can be received. Hence every new dispensation is 
preceded by the preparation of successive states with the human 
race. Indeed, we see at present a general disposition, even 
among Christians, to deny and even scoff at things of a spiritual 
nature; and they who are commissioned to declare them are cailed 
mad, It has even become a maxim, that there is no need of any 
further revelation, and that of course there will be none. The 
powers of darkness have thus prevailed upon the human race, and 
most particularly the church called Christian, to reject all divine 
inessengers, and close every medium of heavenly illumination. 
{t has been so from the beginning: but “he that sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh.’’ The Divine Wisdom makes ample provi- 
sion for the fulfilment of its purposes. Mankind, though as yet 
little disposed to spiritual things, are becoming enlightened in 
natural scientifics; and the rational faculty has become minutely 
inquisitive. ‘The reign of authority and blind faith is at an end. 
This change, to be sure, is attended with many irregularities: but 
it will eventually operate as a purger and a refiner. The natural 
will subside into mere naturalism; and the spiritual, stimulated 
to attentive inquiry, will be illustrated from higher principles, and 
see the things that are of God. For the use of those who are 
willing to be instructed, the rich treasury of the spiritual world 
is opened, and we may now buy wine, if we are willing to buy it, 
without money and without price: that is, we may now receive 
the knowledges of the heavenly kingdom, if we are willing to 
RECEIVE THEM AS REVELATIONS FROM THE Lorp, and to forego 
the indulgence of our vanity, in supposing that we are instructed 
by the labours and excellence of our own intelligence. 

Already the merely natural man sees that the Holy Spirit can- 
not be a dove. He is no longer to be kept in the simplicity of the 
uninquiring faith of past centuries. He must therefore be en- 
lightened to see religious things rationally, or he rejects them 
entirely. What then is to be done? Already we are instructed, 
that besides this natural and external world, which is merely a 
world of effects, there is a spiritual and internal world, which isa 
world of causes. Man, as to his body and his lower faculties, is 
in the first, and in that state is conversant with terrestrial things ; 
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as to his spiritual and his higher faculties, he is in the second, and 
is there conversant with God and spiritual things. In general, 
these spiritual things come to his apprehension remotely and ob- 
scurely. But, as he has external senses which are intimately 
connected with, and perceive the things of this world, so he has 
internal senses, which are intimately connected with, and per- 
ceive the things of the interior world.- In the first ages of our 
earth, the internal sight of men was frequently opened, and they 
manifestly saw the spiritual world, its objects and inhabitants. 
Such, however, is the order at present established, that it rarely 
happens that the spiritual sight of man is opened. Yet of the di- 
vine providence it is sometimes permitted. In natural speech, 
our oratory furnishes us with nothing more animating than the 
cold figures of rhetoric. In the spiritual world, are ‘the thoughts 
which breathe, and words that burn.’? The speech and thoughts 
of its inhabitants are effigied forth in external images, manifest 
to the sight. Hence the language of correspondences in which 
the Holy Scriptures are written. It was the common language 
of ancient times ; and, although it has been lost since the age of 
Job, there is an humble imitation of it in the stile of the Eastern 
nations, who are descended from the people of the ancient 
ehurch. We are told by the Herald of the New dispensation, 
that the ideas of the angels are; in the spiritual world, turned 
into representatives; and the things which they converse about, 
are represented by external objects, which correspond to them. 
In the case of our Lord’s baptism, it is not stated that the dove 
was seen, or the voice heard, by any one but JESUS and Joun. 
The baptism of our Lord being peculiarly important as repre- 
senting the commencement, and the process of his glorification, 
there was a strong influx from the heavens, and a powerful de- 
scent of divine truth, which was effigied forth under the appear- 
ance of a dove to JESUS and Joun. There was no natural or 
material dove, as any one must see, nor any voice externally 
audible to the natural ear. But to those whose spiritual sight and 
hearing were opened, these manifestations were made. Birds in 
general, correspond to things of the intellect, and the dove in 
particular, to the innocence of the divine wisdom, the divine 
wisdom being perfect innocence. Hence, it is said, we must re- 
ceive the kingdom of heaven as a little child, that is, in inno- 
cence. Truth is the great purifier, and the medium of regenera- 
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tion; and the divine truth was the medium of the Lord’s glorifi- 
cation. The Lord, in the incarnation, descended as divine truth. 
Baptism corresponds to regeneration ; the baptism of the Lord to 
the glorification of his divine humanity. Hence, at his baptism, 
was presented the corresponding effigy of the dove, signifying 
the glorification of his humanity; the dove representing the di- 
vine truth in innocence. As wings are the instruments of eleva- 
tion, by which birds are raised into the higher regions of the at- 
mosphere, so are the things of the intellect, the means by which 
the natural mind of man is elevated into higher states of contem- 
plation and illumination. Birds, therefore, are plainly correspon- 
dences of truth, which is of the intellect. ‘Thus, the winged 
horse Pegasus, signified the elevation of the understanding; the 
horse corresponding to the understanding. And as innocence is 
the peculiar character of the dove, as a bird, and is most pecu- 
liarly the character of the divine wisdom, the dove is the appro- 
priate emblem of the divine truth, or wisdom. The following ex- 
tract from A. C. 870, is full to the point: “* That by dove are 
signified the truths and goodnesses of faith in one that is about to 
be regenerated, appears from the signification of dove in the 
word ; especially from the dove which lighted upon JESUS, when 
he was baptized; as in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, where 
dove signifies nothing else but the holy [ principle] of faith; bap- 
tism signifying regeneration. Hence, was signified hereby the 
truth and goodness of faith, in the New Church about to be esta- 
blished, and which were to be received by regeneration from the 
Lord. The like was represented and implied by the young doves, 
or turtles, which were offered in sacrifice, and as burnt offerings, 
in the Jewish church. That they had such a signification, must 
be obvious to every one’s apprehension solely from this consider- 
ation, that they must needs be representative of something, other- 
wise every injunction concerning them would be void of mean- 
ing, and in no respect divine; the external of the Church is 
somewhat of itself inanimate, but it hath life from what is inter- 
nal, and what is internal hath life from the Lord. ‘That dove in 
general signifies the intellectuals of faith, appears also in the pro- 
phets, as in Hosea, ‘ Ephraim shall be like a silly dove, without 
heart, they have called Egypt, they have gone to Assyria,’ vii. 11. 
again in the same prophet, * Ephraim shail be afraid as a bird out 
of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria.’ xi. 11. Where 
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Ephraim signifies such as are intelligent, Egypt such as are skill- 
ed in the sciences, Assyria such as are rational, and dove the 
things appertaining to the intellectuals of faith; in this passage 
also, the subject treated of, is the regeneration of the spiritual 
church. Soin David, ‘Jehovah, give not the soul of thy turtle 
dove to the wild beast. Ps. lxxiv. 19. where wild beast signifies 
those who have no charity, and the soul of thy turtle dove signi- 
fies the life of faith. See also what was said and shewn above, 
N. 40. 776. concerning fowls, as denoting things intellectual, the 
gentle, beautiful, and clean fowls, denoting intellectual truths 
and goodnesses; but the ravenous, deformed, unclean, and use- 
less, denoting what is opposite thereto, viz. Falses, as the raven, 
which is in Gen. viii. opposed to the dove.” 

In the Acts of the Apostles we find the descent of the holy 
ghost represented by the rushing of a mighty wind, and the ap- 
pearance of cloven tongues, like as of fire, which sat upon each 
of the apostles. Hereby was figured the promulgation of the di- 
vine truth, by the preaching and teaching of the apostles, who 
were to go forth as messengers, under the influence of the divine 
love. Thus, various appearances are manifested to the spiritual 
sight, corresponding to the subject, which at the time, is intend- 
ed to be represented. Such appearances werqoften presented 
to the prophets, and were figurative of divine and spiritual things. 
Elisha saw a chariot of fire, and horses of fire. Isaiah saw a live 
eoal taken with tongs from the altar, with which his lips were 
touched. Jeremiah saw a rod of an almond tree, and a seething 
pot. Ezekiel saw four living creatures of wonderful forms. Also 
wheels, burning coals of fire, and the appearance of lamps. He 
saw also a roll of a book, which he was commanded fo eat. He 
saw coals of fire scattered over the city. He speaks of an eagle 
with great wings, long winged, full of feathers of divers colours. 
He saw the resurrection of dry bones. Amos saw a plumb-line. 
John saw a book sealed with seven seals, and when one of the 
seals was opened, he saw a white horse ; and when the second 
seal was opened, he saw a red horse ; at the opening of the third, 
a black horse; at the opening of the fourth, a pale horse. All 
these things are correspondences which are perfectly compre- 
hensible by the spiritual sense, and are fully described in the 
writings of our great Seer. From these instances it must appear 
how very weak and unwise are those, who could for a moment 
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suppose that the dove was a divine person. ‘he divine charac- 
ters and attributes are, when represented in particular, embodied 
forth under peculiar correspondences. The omnipotence of 
the divine love, By roe Lion or THE TRIBE OF JuDAH. The 
Lord, as to his divine humanity, by a Lams. The divine truth, 
purifying, and regenerating, and illuminating the understanding, 
by the dove; when teaching and promulgating doctrine under 
the influence of love, by the cloven tongues as of fire. Y. 
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ON THE CHARACTER OF SWEDENBORG, 


As viewed in the New Church. 


We are often asked in what light we consider Emanuel Swe- 
denborg. ‘To this question we answer :—We view him as a mes- 
senger commissioned by the Lord himself, to declare the truths 
of the New Jerusalem dispensation, which were revealed to him 
for the use of the future church. From the commencement of his 
childhood, he was prepared in all the natural sciences, for a 
complete and enlarged conception of truth, and disposed to occu- 
py himself in the contemplation of divine things. He was not of 
the clerical order, but being disentangled from the peculiar 
opinions of a sect or order, he was the better enabled to receive 
truths from the Lord. We therefore, consider him merely as a 
messenger. We receive the message, and make that the object 
of our consideration, not the man. “ The Lord only knows who 
is the most proper messenger, by whom to reveal the doctrines 
_of the New Jerusalem Church, be he an archbishop, or only one 
of his menial servants.”” He says of himself, “ This knowledge 
is given to me from our Saviour, not for any particular merit of 
mine, but for the great concern of all christians’ salvation and 
happiness.” <A passage from the prophet Amos, vii. c. 10. v. &c. 
is very applicable. “ Then Amazigh the priest of Beth-el, sent 
to Jeroboam, king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against 
thee in the midst of the house of Israel: The land is not able to 
bear all his words. Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou Seer, 
go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, 
and prophesy there. But prophesy not again any more at Beth- 
el; for it 1s the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court. Then 
" answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither 
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was I a prophet’s son, but I was. an herdman, and a gatherer of 
wild figs. And the Lorp took me as I followed the flock, and 
the Lorp said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.” 
Let us take heed how we say of the messenger of the New 
Dispensation, “ The land is not able to bear all his words,” and 
forbid him to prophesy amongst us. Z. 


———— aaa 


ERROR 
In English Translation of Apocalypsis Explicata, vol. i. p. 225, 
No. 163. 


In turning over the Apocalypsis Explicata, my attention was 
lately arrested by a note at the bottom of page 225, in the first 
volume of the English translation, in which it is said, “ It is re- 
markable, that what is here rendered by our author bed, in the 
Arcana Ce vestra is rendered Wazarite, from the original He- 
brew term 77}. It is not easy to see what was the author’s rea- 
son for adopting these two different translations, but it is satis- 
factory to reflect, that as to the internal sense, they do not differ, 
since each is alike significant of the natural principle here spoken 
of, as may be seen by consulting the author’s explication, at No. 
6437 of the A.C.” So wide a disagreement in the translations of 
our great scribe, excited sensations not a little pginful, and I 
immediately referred to the original Hebrew, where, of course, I 
found the word yt} Nézir. 1 immediately turned to the two 
great Hebrew concordances of Calasio and Buxtorf, where I 
traced every passage in the Hebrew Bible in which the word was 
used, and found not one in which there was the slightest foun- 
dation for translating the word v1) as “ bed.” I then turned to a 
number of Hebrew Lexicons, D’Olonne, Gussetius, Robertson, and 
Michaelis, and to the Latin version of Pagninus, and the Chaldee 
paraphrase of Onkelos—not a vestige was to be found authoriz- 
ing such an interpretation. I had recourse then to the other 
passages quoted in the same number of Apr. Ex. (163) from the 
WORD in which the term * bed’? was found, and discovered that 
the Hebrew word, in those instances, was uniformly nun mittah, 
which is the proper term for * bed.’ Jealous for our learned 
and highly gifted scribe, and confident that he could not have err- 


ed in so strange a manner, I referred to.a Latin translation of 


Rabbi Solomon Yerchi’s Commentary on the Old Testament. 
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where I found the word ‘y13 rendered “ selecti,” and comparing 
this with the original Latin of E. S. where I found the word 
“‘ lecti,” I began to conclude our worthy friend R. Hindmarsh, 
who printed the Latin work, had made a typographical error by 
printing * lecti”’ for * selecti,” leaving out the first syllable * se.” 
Still, not altogether satisfied, I referred to the Latin translation 
of Sebastian Schmidt, whose version generally agrees with E. 8. 
and behold the word « lecti’? exactly as in our author’s original 
Latin. I immediately suspected an error in the English transla- 
tion, and tracing the word “lectus,” I found the well-known 
passage of Virgil, “« Lectas de more bidentes.”? « The two tooth- 
ed, or two year old sheep selected or chosen according to cus- 
tom.” The whole mystery was now solved, and [ found our 
scribe, so highly instructed both as to this world and to the king- 
dom of heaven, was neither inconsistent with himself, nor with 
the true knowledge of the Hebrew language. Finding thus a 
proper clue, and retracing my steps, I again investigated very 
particularly the meaning of the word 71) in the Hebrew, and 
found that its original signification was “to separate or abstain 
from,” and that a “ Wazarite”’ is so called from his “ separating 
himself” from the customs of the world, and abstaining from its 
modes in certain respects, as in drinking wine and cutting the 
hair. ‘Taking then the passage in the original Hebrew, I found 
it thus TNS V7) IpIp ‘Sand upon the crown of the head of THE 
CHOSEN, OF THE EXCELLENT, OF THE SEPARATE one of his bre- 
thren.”” ‘Those who are chosen are separated from the mass. 

I thus discovered that E. S. agreed in his translation with him- 
self and the current of Hebrew philologists, for in the case under 
examination, the word “lecti” is not the genitive of “lectus,” 
a bed, but the genitive of * lectus” “ culled, picked, chosen, choice, 
excellent.”? It is somewhat curious to trace how this error arose 
in the translation. Perhaps there has hardly ever occurred a pas- 
sage in any author, in which so many remarkable circumstances 
have conjoined to turn the translator from his true road. E. S. 
first explains the word “ bed,” giving many examples of the use 
of it in the WORD, until at last he quotes one from Amos vi. 1, 
4, 5,6, wherein the word ‘ bed” is used, which he explains; 
when the phrase “the breach of Joseph’ presents itself. This leads 
him to explain the meaning of Joseph, for which purpose he quotes 
Gen. xlix. 26, wherein are the words * lecti fratrum ejus,” and 
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the translator supposing the word « bed” was intended to be fur- 
ther explained, mistook “ lecti’” for “ bed” instead of * the cho- 
sen, or selected, or most excellent of his brethren.’ If the pas- 
sage is carefully examined, it will be found, E. S. does not in- 
tend therein to explain the word * bed,” but merely the signifi- 
cation of * Joseph.” Thus we find Swedenborg’s translation of 
Genesis, xlix. 26, in the Arncawa, and the Apoc. Expt. is in fact 
the same, except that in the first instance, he gives the Hebrew 
“ Mazarite” without explaining it, and in the latter he explains 
it by the words * the chosen,” or * most excellent one.’’* ¥. 


—aD - > a 


ERROR 
in the English Translation of Arcana Celestia, Gen. xxxiii. 3, 
p. 108, 6 Vol. and in Gen. xxxvii. 10. same vol. p. 540, and 
Gen. same chapter, 35. p. 342. 


A lady, in reading the English translation of the Arcana Ce- 
lestia, finding the phraseology of the 3d verse of the xxxiii. chap- 
ter of Genesis, very much out of the common mode, called my 
attention to the passage. ‘The words are, “ and he passed before 
them, and bowed himself EaRTH seven times.”? I was equally sur- 
prised, and reading the note at the foot of the page, (103) my 
curiosity was excited to examine the original Hebrew. On refer- 
ving to this I found that the word to or towards was joined to 
the word * earth.”? So that the translation should have been, 
‘© He bowed himself to the earth, or earthwards, seven times.” 
For the word in the original is My¥5%, earthwards, or to the earth,” 
not xx, earth, simply. Here local m He, as it is called, is added 
to the word y>~x signifying * to” or “ towards.” It has the same 
effect as adding in English, the termination, * ward,” as east- 
ward, westward, northward, southward, as Gen. xiii. 14. and 
xli. 9. so xv. 9. heavenward, so xix. 1. Sodomward. Instances 


*‘\"1) in Gen, xlix. 26, has given rise to much difficulty with scholars. 
Michaelis Sup. ad Lex. Heb. says, speaking of the different interpretations, 
Onkelos has certainly rendered it much better segregatus, i. e. eximius ex 
fratribus suis (the choice or select one of his hrethren.) He, however, pre- 
fers the Syriac before all; ‘‘ the crowned one.” E. S. and Schmidt agree with 
Onkelos, which is certainly, as being the Jewish Chaldee paraphrase, of the 
highest authority. Our common yersion has “him that was separate from 
his brethren.” 







































504 REPOSITORY. 


are innumerable. Now FE. S. in this case, has used the Latin ac- 
cusative, to express the same idea, according. to the rule to a 
place in the accusative, and although it would seem that the rule 
generally applies to the names of towns, yet the preposition is 
sometimes omitted in other instances. As Virgil, ‘ Lavinaque 
venit Litora.”’ And there can be no doubt, upon mature reflec- 
tion, that E. S. meant to express the force of the preposition by 
the Latin accusative. For we find in No. 4347, p. 111. in com- 
menting on the words under examination, he makes no reflec- 
tion on the strangeness of the expression in the letter similar to 
that in the note at the foot of page 103, as he does in No. 5653, 
where he truly observes, that the preposition is omitted in the 
original of Gen. xlili. 19. “ doer,” not at the door.” 

In Gen. xxxvil. 10, a similar mistake is made in the English 
translation. Here again local m He, is added to yyx, and the 
translation should be, * Shall I and thy mother, and thy brethren 
coming, come to bow ourselves to thee to the earth.” The trans- 
lator here has omitted the preposition “ to” which is expressed 
in the original Hebrew, and rendered by E. 8S. by the Latin accu- 
sative, of the place towards which the bow was to be directed, 
with the dative of the person to whom the honour was to be 
rendered : tibi terram. 

In Gen, xxxvil. 35, p. 542, 6 vol. a similar error is made. The 
English translation is, * f will go down to my son mourning the 
sepulchre.” It should be, “ I will go down to my son mourning 
to the grave :’’ for local m He, is again here added to 5xw. It is 
m>oxw, and E. 8. again expresses the force of the preposition “ to” 
by the Latin accusative. 

These remarks are not intended to detract from the merit of 
the accurate and learned translator of the Arcana Celestia. In 
so large a work, with so constant an occupation of the mind, it 
is impossible that every minute matter should be executed with 
sinless perfection. The fresh eye too, to use the painter’s phrase, 
will often upon a close and critical investigation, discover in every 
work something to be retouched and improved. Nor can we 
be too jealous for the accuracy of our great Scribe, and by close- 
ly re-examining all the translated works, we shall finally bring 
them to a state of exactness. Whilst these critical emendations 
will tend to excite the talents of the learned in the church, their 
combined diligence will deprive adversaries of all opportunity 
for censure. Y. 
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NOTICE 
Of a Sermon of the Rev. J. Hargrove. 
The following notice, ina Baltimore gazette, of a sermon of 
our veteran friend and minister of the New Church, gave us 


much pleasure in the perusal. It would have given more, if it 
had been presented in a style less gay and airy. 


*‘ The readers of the gazette may recollect to have seen in a late paper, a 
modest little card, respectfully inviting us all to the New Jerusalem Tem- 
ple, then and there to hear a lecture on “ The sin against the Holy Ghost.” 

“Though my mind had long been made up on this subject, I still could 
not help feeling a strong curiosity to hear a little more on it, especially as 
the promised orator was one who, according to report, always gives his 
hearers something new with the old. On getting to the church I had the 
satigfaction to find that I was not the only person of curiosity in the town. 
The house was crowded; and many for want of room were compelled to go 
away disappointed. Kindly recollecting that some respect is due to a large 
congregation, especially in warm weather, the preacher did not, as some do, 
keep us long waiting; but presently got up to his sacred duties, which he 
commenced with a prayer, full of devotion and good sense, without repeti- 
tion, and right comfortably short—all which, though of high injunction, is 
not by the bye, quite so duly attended to by some of the cloth as might be. 
The effect however, shewed very clearly that he who prescribed short pray- 
ing, knew well what is in man; for the congregation listened to it with that 
profound silence which is ever promissory of some good. After an appro- 
priate hymn, and a selection chiefly from the Psalms, well calculated to in- 
spire gratitude and love, the preacher came to the point, and called on the 
gospel according to St. Matthew, xii. 31, 32, for his text. Even before I 
had heard the words my attention was struck. ‘“ What, a text from the Gos- 
pel! (thought I to myself)—Well, this is a charming novelty ; I have be- 
fore now, heard a hundred sermons hand running, but without the compli- 
ment paid to Christ of a single text from his Gospel. Paul, Peter, Nehe- 
miah, no matter who, all are preferred to the Saviour. Though he spake ag 
never man did, or will, yet his divine words have, some how or other, ex- 
perienced the extreme mortification to be overlooked by his preachers, who, 
if we may judge from their too general practice, had much rather speak on 
any subject, no matter what, than on the blessed parables or precepts of 
Christ. But to return to our text :— 4/1 manner of sin and blasphemy shail 
be forgiven unto man; but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him; but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost it shall 
not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” After 
making a very proper apology to his hearers for selecting these awful words 
—an apology coming home to every man’s feelings, and naturally growing 
out of the dread concern, even with the best of men, that they may have 
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committed this most terrible, because unpardonable sin, the preacher set 
himself to explain terms, and to shew what he meant to be at. 

“1 was not sufficiently learned in the principles and philosophy of the 
New Church, to go along with him in all he said about the “ Son of Man,” 
and the “ Holy Ghost,” on which, by the bye, and greatly to my comfort, he 
was very brief. But it appeared to me, that by the Son of Man we are to 
understand the Divine Word, in the external and visible sense, i. e. accord- 
ing to the letter and common appearances... And by the Holy Ghost, we are 
to understand the Divine Word in its internal and spiritual character. This 
definition was shert and simple: And so was that word which once said— 
“* Let there be light.” Vheir effects also were similar and very striking. The 
clouds of chaos and old night seemed instantly fled away; the spirit of truth 
moved on the once dark waters of our minds, and we already anticipated 
the goodly creation which the Man of God was about to spread before us. 
Yes, blessed Jesus, “ all manner of sin and blasphemy, even against thy Di- 
vine self, shall be forgiven, when it flows from ignorance—when it flowggnot 
from any hatred of good or from any love of evil, but merely from mistake, 
from weakness of intellect, or from prejudice of education.’ The preacher 
hastened to illustrate this by the strongest texts of holy writ: ‘“* There,’ 
said he, “in the Institution of the Eucharist, Christ says, “ this is my body; 
and this is my blood.” Well, millions of well meaning souls, taking this in 
the literal sense, have built on it the doctrine of T'ransudstantiation ; and 
hence do actually and sincerely believe that they are then eating the very 
natural flesh, and drinking the very natural blood of Christ: Yet if they 
thus believe in the sincerity of their hearts, and if this belief has a tenden- 
cy to make such persons more afraid of sinning against God, the merciful 
Creator and Redeemer of men will not condemn them for their error, but 
draw over it the veil of his heavenly forgiveness. Again, continued the 
preacher, millions of well meaning souls there are in the world, who, be- 
cause they are daily reading in the scriptures concerning the Father, and 
the Son, and the Ho/y Ghost, have taken it into their heads that these are 
three distinct persons ; or, which is much the same, three distinct Gods ; or, 
in plainer English, that God the Father is one God; God the Son is a second 
God; and God the Holy Ghost is a third God! and still that these three 
Gods are not three Gods, but only one God; and yet not one God but three 
Gods! Now, though all this in the opinion of many other well meaning 
christians, appears to be in direct opposition to many plain passages of the 
word, as well as to that common sense and reason which God hath given to 
man to preserve him from error, and to enable him to perceive that The 
Lord our God is but one Lord: Yet, continued the preacher, if these persons 
who thus believe, are nevertheless truly humble and sincere in their faith, 
and have the image of Christ re-instamped on their hearts, in holiness and 
love, they will not be excluded from heaven on account of this their honest 
prejudice of education, or contracted error; such sin or blasphemy sliall be 


forgiven them. 
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“From these comparatively innocent souls who have blasphemed only be- 
cause, like little children, they knew no better, and who shall one day stand 
as loving and beloved /amés on the Saviour’s right hand, the preacher then 
turned our thoughts to a widely different crew on the left, even the blas- 
phemers against the Holy Ghost. These are they, said he, who hate the in- 
carnate God; who deny his divinity, and who calumniate his divine religion, 
from their own voluntary malignity and impenitence. Such, while in this 
most dreadful, most deplorable state, can never be forgiven; neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come. The preacher was well aware, he said, 
that such words would sound dreadfully harsh, in the ears of some people, 
who cannot bear the idea of any sin being beyond the reach of infinite mercy 
to forgive. But these persons, as he justly reasoned, should remember that 
it is not Gop who will not forgive, but the sinner who will not be forgiven. 
They should remember, too, this same thing declared in those other equally 
awful words :—“ Excepy a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” It is not, said he, shall not, but far worse, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God. If it be Loves, if it be only Love that is to enter into, and even 
make all its own, with respect to the extasies of beatific vision, O! what 
must become of those wretched souls who are entirely destitute of that 
blisstul preparation ! yea, not only destitute of it, but literally self-condemn- 
ed? Is there not a gulf between such self-ruined souls and Christ? an awful, 
unfathomable gulf, of such moral incongruities, aversions, and abhorrences, 
that can never be passed. For while such blasphemers, by reason of their 
own horrible deformities, do hate the Lord because of his infinite beauties~ 
while, from their own diabolical pride, they scorn his divine humility— 
“washing his disciples feet, taking the lowest seat, and making himself the 
servant of all; while from their own depraved hearts they abominate his 
heavenly love in forgiving enemies, overcoming evil with good, &c. and in 
the very face of those ten thousand precepts which demonstrated the most 
public spirited and actively beneficent religion in the universe, can brand it 
as a mere jargon of barren faith, that tends to no good effects on individual 
and national welfare—oh! how can such deep-rooted and incurable “ dlas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost,” ever obtain forgiveness in this world, or the 
world to come? nay, how can they ever ask it? and even if the portals of 
heaven were thrown open, would they not of choice turn away abhorrent, 
and like the birds of nignt, from the solar blaze, fly, screaming, off, with 
aversion, and in the glooms of hell itself, seek refuge from such insufferable 
splendor! The preacher then, by way of improvement, very earnestly en- 
treated, that we would all examine ourselves, and try the true state and 
standing of our hearts toward Christ. Not Clirist the preacher of Shibbo- 
leths and partyisms, but Christ, the preacher of social loves, wherein alone 
consists fitness for eternal life; not Christ the second Gon in the trinity, but 
the creat Gop himself, manifested in the fiesh, or clothed in the humanity, 
that he might thereby gain closer access to the children of men, and in a 


more familiar and endearing way of precept and example, accomplish his 
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great object, to “seek and save those that were lost.’ But above all, the 
preacher cautioned us against all those delusive confidences, which would 
make us stop short of that humility and love, which alone can give the high 
capacity to adore, and to enjoy God, in a blissful eternity; and without 
which, indeed, the soul can no more enjoy celestial happiness, than the 
body, without health, can enjoy the dainties of the table here on earth ; 
or without nice ears, the enchanting strains of a full banded orchestra. 

“I hardly need tell the reader that the congregation was all attention, 
and seemed to drink in those sublime truths with an avidity justly propor- 
tioned to their importance. For my own part, I shared largely in the general 
sentiment, and on going away, could not but reflect what great cause I had 
to bless God for sending this enlightened man to teach us such rational and 
exalted ideas of God, and to urge us to the cultivation of those sublime 
morals, which, if universal, would give immortality to our republic, and 
render us at once the glory and guardian of the human race. And if, after 
such weighty reasons for being well pleased with the preacher, I might be 
so permitted, I would add, though not a disciple of John Wesley, he strict- 
ly observed one of the best rules of that great man—he circumscribed the 
whole of his service, hymns, prayers, and sermon, within the limits of an 
hour: hence all his hearers, like guests from a well ordered feast, rose up 
refreshed, not surfeited, and with good appetites to return, whenever invited 
to the same celestial banquet. 

“That this reverend gentleman may continue to preach as well, and to 
as attentive and crowded auditories, is the prayer of one who was there 
present, and who professes to be a member of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.” M. W. 


ED ae 


‘ 


PROGRESS OF THE RECEPTION OF TRUTH. 
( Continued from p. 367.) 


As we bad anticipated, our interesting correspondent has at 
length, from being an inquirer, become a zealous advocate for the 
doctrines of the New Jerusalem; and we give, with pleasure, a 
place to the following animated and affectionate effusions of the 
delight which he now enjoys in the study of the writings of our 
Heavenly-gifted scribe. 

«When I reflect upon the remissness in writing, and in person- 
al attention, which appears to characterize my conduct towards 
you, I cannot forbear reproaching myself with ingratitude. Under 
Providence, I owe to you a second life—a more exalted life than 
I ever conceived to be enjoyed on earth; and yet I can let months 
pass away without lifting my pen to thank you for your benevo- 
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lence, and to bid you join me in blessing the rouNTAIN OF LIFE— 
in rejoicing in the beams of the sun oF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

‘My path to glory and to triumph is not smooth. Clouds of 
mental perplexity hang their gloom around my head. A thousand 
temptations assail my heart. The asperities of worldly privations 
and toils lay snares innumerable for my feet. But ‘the Lord is 
my shepherd and I shall not want: He makes me to lie down in 
green pastures: He leads me beside the still waters: He restores 
my soul: He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil; for rnou Lorp art with me, thy rod 
and thy staff comfort me. Tuovu preparest a table before me in 
the midst of my enemies: THov anointest my head with oil, my 
cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, and I witt DwELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE 
Lorp ForEvER!’ Transporting thought! Storms of affliction 
may shed their horrors round me, the thunder of adversity may 
roll its furies over me, the powers of the world, of the flesh, of 
hell, may combine against me, but ¢ the Lorp is my shepherd, 
he restores my soul, I shall dwell in the house of the Lorn for- 
ever.’ 

‘The more I read of the works of the New Jerusalem Church, 
the more I become convinced of their truth and excellence. They 
draw aside the cloud which veiled the beauties of the Sacred 
Writings, and present them to the astonished eye, full of life and 
energy; important beyond conception, and sublime beyond all 
on which the epithet “ sublimity”’ was ever bestowed. Compared 
to the writings of the New Church, the learned comments, the 
laborious expositions, the mysterious conjectures, and the inex- 
plicable explanations of rabbim, of doctors, of bishops, and of 
philosophers, intended to unfold the meaning, and reconcile the 
difficulties of the Sacred Scriptures, appear to me like the puny, 
playful exertions of a child, opposed to the determined stride and 
resistless march of a giant. 

‘¢ There is nothing that seems a greater trouble to me, than the 
want of time sufficient to study them systematically. What 
would I not give, in exchange for time and opportunity to do this, 
and to acquire an acquaintance with the original languages of the 
Scriptures ? Let me be as poor as Lazarus, as to the world ; but 
let me be rich in knowledge and in good works! I wish my 
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friends could procure me as many scholars in Philadelphia, or 
any other situation, as might keep me alive until I should get this 
great end accomplished. 1 should then, if the Lord blessed my 
endeavours, sally forth into the world with the standard of my 
King and Saviour God; and in His name, and supported by His 
strength, proclaim aloud the glad tidings of salvation to my fel- 
low men :-—* But not my will, Lord, but thine be done.” 

“| often smile at myself, when I find myself, as if unconscious- 
ly, reading every thing that I do read, with a reference to the 
Doctrines, and considering it more or less interesting, as the sen- 
timetts of the author or matter of the piece approximate to, or 
recede from, the tenor of the Writings: and when I light on any 
thing which may tend to disperse the cloud of prejudice, that the 
natural mind is apt to throw over the wonderful truths which 
these Writings promulgate, I rejoice over it with unaffected joy. 

** | have just met with an instance of this, affording strong col- 
lateral evidence to that of Emauel Swedenborg, respecting the spi- 
ritual world. I shall only quote a few particulars here, as I have 
not room for more; referring you, for the whole of it, to Proud’s 
History of Pennsylvania, Vol. U1. pages 320, 525.” 

“In the summer of the year 1760, a number of religious Indians paid a 
visit to the Quakers in Philadelphia, on a religious account. Their chief 
man, whom the rest of the company styled their minister, was named Pa- 
punehung, or Paupounan. 

“The Interpreter gave the following account of Papunehung’s change, or 
conversion, viz.: ‘* He was formerly a drunken man; but the death of his 
father bringing sorrow over his mind, he fell into a thoughtful, melancholic 
state; in which his eyes were turned to behold the earth, and consider the 
things which are thereon; from seeing the folly and wickedness which pre- 
vailed, his sorrows increased ; and it was given him to believe, there was a 
great power, which had created all these things. Upon which his mind was 
turned from beholding this lower world, to look towards him, who had 
created it; and strong desires were raised in his heart after the further 
knowledge of his creator; nevertheless the Almighty was not yet pleased to 
be found, or known, by him. But his desires increasing, he forsook the 
town, and went into the woods, in great bitterness of spirit. He was missed 
by the other Indians, who feared some casualty might have happened to him, 
but afier searching for him, he was not found. At the end of five days it 
pleased Gop to appear to him, to his comfort; and to give him a sight not 
only of his own inward state, but also an acquaintance, or knowledge, into 
the works of nature; so that he apprehended a sense was given him of the 
virtues and natures of several herbs, roots, plants, trees, with the different 
relation they had one to another; and he was made sensible that man stood 
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in the nearest relation to Gon, of any part of the creation. It was at this 
time that he was more particularly made sensible of his duty to God. He 
came home rejoicing, and endeavoured to put in practice what he appre- 
hended was required of him,” &c. 

“These Indians made a second visit to the Quakers in the next following 
summer, on the same account, and behaved, in the same regular and becom- 
ing manner as before. They maintained an orderly public worship, in their 
Way, at stated times; at some of which they were visited by several of the 
friends. Papunehung, their chief preacher, in his discourses, at such times, 
principally advised and exhorted them to circumspection, and brotherly 
love, in their conduct; that it might be manifest they retained a true sense 
of their creator’s goodness and favour continued to them; and in his public 
prayers and addresses to his maker, he acknowledged, and returned thanks 
for his mercy, in still affording them a sense of his compassion and loving 
kindness, requesting a continuance and increase thereof; that they might 
jointly know, in the end, a place of rest, where love would prevail and have 
the dominion. When they were not dispersed, as in their hunting seasons, 
it appears they constantly met in this manner, in the morning before sun- 
rise, and in the evening after sun-set. 

“The purport of more of Papunehung’s expressions was, ‘ That it was 
an aflair of much sorrow to him, that men should make so bad use of the 
breath of life, which God had breathed into them, and which ought con- 
tinually to be improved to his honour, and the mutual benefit of mankind; 
that it was not well to speak of things, which related to the Almighty, only 
from the root of the tongue; (meaning in a superficial, or insensible man- 
ner) but, in order that such words should be good, they must proceed from 
the good principle in the heart; that he had, for many years, felt the good 
spirit in his heart; but, wanting to try and prove it, in order to come to 
some certainty, he remained in an unsettled state, till about four years ago, 
when he received an assurance, that this love was good, and then he needed 
no further inquiry about it; and being past all doubts that this was the 
right way, he had endeavoured to walk steadily therein since that time; this 
spirit was a spirit of love; and that it was his daily prayer that it might con- 
tinually abide with him; that when he felt it prevalent in his heart, he was 
so directed, as to speak what was right, and prevented from saying any 
wrong thing; that by reason of men not keeping to this love, which their 
maker hath given them in their hearts, the evil spirits get possession there, 
and destroy all that is good in them; and this is the cause why men dislike 
one another, grow angry with, and endeavour to kill, one another; but when 
we follow the leadings of the good spirit, it causes our hearts to be tender, 
to love one another, to look upon all mankind as one, and so to become as 
one family,” &c. 

‘¢ 1] have only room to remark that Papounan renewed his visit 
in 1761, and said the revelation was made to him four years be- 


fore, consequently in 1757—mark rHaT!” 
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LETTER 


On the Reception of the Doctrines of the New Church, written 
by a lady to a friend, who presented her with a sheet of paper, 


and requested her to fill it with an account of the Religious 
Principles she had embraced. 


20th March, 1810. 
My unconscionable friend, 

I really, till this moment, was not sensible of the enormous size 
of the task you have assigned me; but there is one consideration 
which pacifies my indignation, by gratifying my revenge,—you 
will have the trouble of reading whatever I may write; and, as 
there are various ways of filling paper, and you have, fortunately 
for me, not exacted a promise that I should adhere to the straight- 
est and most direct road, [ will give my pen fulf liberty to stray 
uncontrouled, and make ample demands on your justice, as well 
as candour, to countenance its wanderings. Joking apart, I wish, 
my beloved friend, that I were able fully to gratify your expec- 
tations from me, and to lay open my mind in such a manner as 
that you might read there whatever you wish to be acquainted 
with, for my own sake, as well as yours; for, as “ the counte- 
nance of one friend sharpeneth that of another,” I might receive 
back my own opinions, refined and improved by your participa- 
tion. For this reason, I will be solicitous only, as I just now 
expressed myself, to lay my mind open to you, and trust impli- 
citly to your well-tried affection, either to adopt the ideas that 
flow from my pen, or to bury in oblivion whatever may appear to 
you to be an exposure of weakness and incredulity ; which, ne- 
vertheless, proceeds from a mind inclined to integrity, and which, 
whatever may be the result of this communication, will ever be 
replete with love to you. 

When I first read the writings of Swedenborg, it was my fer- 
vent wish to impart whatever knowlege I attained, with the ex- 
quisite pleasure attached to it, to all who possessed an interest 
in my affections, as itis, 1 believe, the common effort of an over- 
flowing heart, to impart its possessions, of whatever nature, to 
those in contact with it; but disappointment pressed invariably 
on the footsteps of hope; and, repulsed in every attempt to com- 
municate what to me was life and health, I could only follow the 
example of the blessed Mary, and * ponder all these things in my 
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heart.” Every year’s experience contributed to convince me of 
the propriety of this determination, not only as it regarded the 
reception of these doctrines into the minds of others, but from a 
persuasion that much was to be done in my own mind, before the 
seed, the plant, and the fruit, could be brought to perfection. 
The shallow stream presents its surface to the casual glance of 
the traveller ; but if it hopes for durability through a course of 
ages, its channel must be deepened, and its waters, though less 
conspicuous, will become more profound. 

It is now nearly fourteen years since I first became a disciple 
of Swedenborg. In all that length of time, I can trace the gra- 
dual change of my mind, as influenced by his doctrines ; the first 
reception of a new truth always appearing to produce an impor- 
tant change, but close application necessary to render it effectual. 
I must at this time, no doubt, be pretty well versed in a know- 
ledge of the system of the author ; and, as far as my life has been 
conformable to his doctrines, they must in a manner be appropri- 
ated to me as my own, and form the basis of whatever principles, 
sentiments, affections, or tastes, I may be in the habit of indulg- 
ing. Such I flatter myself to be the case; yet I cannot so far 
disengage myself from my author, as to take a comprehensive 
view of the whole of his plan, so as to transcribe it summarily on 
paper, perhaps for this very cause, that it has become so absorbed 
in me, that I cannot separate it from my individuality. I could, 
during the first years of my progression, haye recapitulated the 
most striking objects of a coup d’oeil; and when I shall have 
completely yielded my mind to the subordination which is neces- 
sary to form an entire disciple, I may so develope within myself 
the complete chart of a perfect system, as to describe, with clear- 
ness and precision, the whole length of the way ; but, in the mean 
while, I may possibly give you a more satisfactory account, by 
describing the various states of my mind, for a short time before, 
and after, my reception of the writings: and here I must renew- 
edly claim your indulgence, and for whatever may appear incom- 
prehensible, or repugnant to common sense, I throw myself on 
your charity. 

Early in life, my mind was strongly tinctured with religion 5 
and when, at the age of eighteen, I joined the church, I experi- 
enced all those powerful emotions of hope and fear, that exquisite 
remorse for early follies, and ardent aspiration after holiness of 
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life, to which, I believe, every young person of devotional sensi- 
bility is subject. At this time, mine was altogether the religion 
of the heart; without any definite ideas on doctrinal subjects, I 
approached the altar as a repentant sinner, willing to receive 
salvation on any terms, and particularly encouraged by this text, 
«¢ Come unto me, all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” Having taken this step, and my mind being of course often 
filled with religious reflections, I began to form my opinion on 
religious tenets ; to which I was in some measure impelled by a 
number of deistical works, which at this time fell in my way, 
and were strongly recommended by some persons whose judg- 
ment I too highly appreciated. By the exercise of my under- 
standing, my belief in ihe Christian revelation was more firmly 
established, but an investigation of the subject produced doubts, 
which for a while harassed and perplexed me. It was essential 
to my peace to form such ideas of the object of my worship, as 
my reason could approve. I was aware that a finite mind could 
never comprehend an infinite being, but at least I hoped that it 
was not obligatory to adopt a belief which was utterly repugnant 
to human reason. ‘To acknowledge three beings as one God, ap- 
peared to be absurd; and to pay equal homage to three persons, 
seemed to be taking from the first, what was necessarily his due; 
since to love him with all the powers of the mind, was the first 
commandment. ‘This led to Arianism; and here for a while my 
mind rested with awe, but not with satisfaction. I adored the 
Almighty in his terrors! I trembled before him, at the foot of 
mount Sinai! I worshipped him, as a creature whom his justice 
might annihilate! But I was not long under this servile fear— 
this cruel depression of spirit; a ray of comfort glanced into my 
mind, while I thought on the Saviour. I had been reading the 
Old Testament ; I now turned to the Gospel. A variety of texts 
presented themselves, in which I was called to confide entirely 
on him. I learnt that those who rejected him, rejected the father 
also; and that those who applied to him, he would assuredly 
save. Immediately I prostrated myself at his feet. Now then 
I had an object of worship, whom I could in some measure com- 
prehend ; the human nature, glorified and perfect. I sheltered 
myself from the terrors of omnipotence, under the mildness of 
his humanity; and penitent, for having in a manner, through ig- 
norance, rebelled in my former thoughts, against his supremacy, 
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I bowed the willing knee, and rejoiced in his easy yoke. At this 
time [ read through the New Testament, with a delight more re- 
sembling the anticipation of heavenly enjoyment, than any thing 
which this world can bestqw; stealing away from company, or 
work, to peruse a chapter in my chamber. It was the first Sun- 
day in June, 1796, that I happened to be at Dr. Thatcher’s meet- 
ing, and it was communion-day; it was but a few weeks since I 
had enjoyed my new views on the subject of a Redeemer, and I 
had not yet solemnized them at the Supper. I partook on this 
occasion, and with a heart deeply impressed with penitence, con- 
fidence, and gratitude, I adored the blessed Jesus! resolving never 
to deviate from the object of my worship, and at the same time 
imploring to be farther illuminated on the subject. I had never 
before prayed with so much sincerity. I had never felt more the 
power of religion, for in some circumstances that related to 
worldly things, I was greatly afflicted, but all worldly considera- 
tions vanished before this delightful manifestation. My heart 
was opened to heavenly influence, and I felt a consciousness that 
my prayers were heard and accepted. I would not, my dear 
friend, impress you with a belief that I have ever thought there 
was any thing remarkable in the various states of my mind; I 
suppose whatever has happened to me, has been in the ordinary 
course of Divine Providence; and if Christians were more in the 
habit of communing intimately with each other, they would have 
much to say on the presence and influence of the Deity. What 
I now relate to you, [ would in the same manner relate on my 
death-bed. You may rely on my sincerity, for why should I at- 
tempt to deceive you? The next day I was sitting at work in 
Mrs. Andrews’s chamber, conversing with her on religious sub- 
jects, and particularly on my reverence for our Saviour, and de- 
termination to address all my prayers to him. She made an- 
swer, “ You express the sentiments of Swedenborg, you will cer- 
tainly become a Swedenborgian.”? “Oh, no, never, for Sweden- 
borg does not believe in our Saviour.” Mrs. A. assured me I 
was mistaken, and immediately produced some of the writings, 
in which I discovered, to my unspeakable satisfaction, my own 
ideas taken up and carried to a point which I had not attempted 
to reach. In short, I discovered the union of the divine and hu- 
man nature. With my eyes still fixed on the blessed Jesus, as 
the object of worship, I realized the incarnation of the Father, 
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as a soul in a body, and the Holy Spirit, as the action and pro- 
ceeding influence of that all-perfect form. Can I express to you 
the rapturous emotion with which my mind opened to receive 
this truth P But no, I will not attempt it, lest even you should 
class me among enthusiasts deluded by their own sensations. 
But do you wonder that I considered this as an answer to my 
prayers? It is now fourteen years since the period of which | 
am writing. In all that time I have made a practice of reading 
the works of Swedenborg. Many persons find fault with them 
for being voluminous, but that is one of their excellencies in my 
view. I am daily more powerfully convinced by an internal evi- 
dence, of their authenticity, and though I have only mentioned 
to you the principal doctrine of his creed, yet there is a variety 


of the most important information, and altogether forming a com- 
plete system. 


29th March. 

So far, my dear friend, had I completed my promise, when 
I was seized with a severe ague, and confined to my cham- 
ber for three days; since then I have returned home, and am 
recovering. I regret not having been able to comply entire- 
ly with your request, by sending the sheet last Sunday: in the 
mean time [ fear I am suffering in your opinion. In looking 
over what I have written, I am impressed with a fear that it is 
altogether a different kind of communication from what you ex- 
pected ; but I am still more convinced, that I could not, in few 
words, give an explicit sketch of the system of Swedenborg. I 
did once lend you an “account of his life and writings,” of which 
I might have availed myself by forming an outline from it, but 
it would have required time, which you did not allow me; and 
why should I expect to succeed in convincing you by the same 
means which another had used in vain? One reason which you 
kindly urged for my writing on this subject was, that you might 
be supplied with arguments to answer the ridicule which was 
thrown on it by people in general. My dear friend, it is hazard- 
ous to attempt, in some instances, to remove the prejudices ot 
mankind ; there are undoubtedly minds open to conviction, but 
they are not, generally, found among those who use the weapons 
of ridicule. And those who lightly asperse what they will not 
take the trouble to understand, are in danger of hating what 
they begin by contemning. [ am willing, as an individual, 
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to submit to the ridicule of those who feel the superiority of 
worldly wisdom, and while I do not oppose it, it can only 
amount to a smile, or witty sarcasm. Swedenborg was remarka- 
ble for the silence with which he passed from one country to an-, 
other, avoiding every thing which could look like the former of 
a sect:—when addressed on the subject of his writings, he al- 
ways, except in a very few instances, when called upon in a se- 
rious manner for information, referred to his books. As to the 
circulation of these doctrines, I have no doubt of its being suf- 
ficiently rapid, and am willing to abide by the test of the sensi- 
ble Gamaliel, who urged only that what was of God, could not 
be overturned. At the same time, my dear friend, I hope I have 
given you sufficient reason to justify to yourself, my adoption of 
the writings ; and, as I am conscious that the best thing I could 
wish for you, would be, that you should become a receiver of 
them, I sincerely offer you the use of my books, or any informa- 
tion I can give. With fervent prayers for your happiness here 
and hereafter, 


I remain, most affectionately, yours. 
——p -'- ae——_. 


THE HALCYONISTS. 


The Editors of the Intellectual Repository, for April last, hav- 
ing expressed a wish that some account of this Sect should be 
given for the information of our English brethren, we shall de- 
vote a portion of the present number to that subject. ‘The Man- 
chester report for 1815, in the account of the Halcyonists, who 
were confounded with the New Church, gave some pain to the 
friends here, and produced a correspondence with our venerable 
friend of Manchester. The error as to the connexion between 
that Sect and the New Church, was corrected in a letter under ‘ 
date of January, 1817, which produced his reply of the 30th of 
April, in the same year. When the convention met at Philadel- 
phia in April, 1817, it was found on inquiring of the New York 
friends, that the gentleman who had given the account of the 
New Church in America, together with the Halcyonists, was a 
Mr. L. from Scotland, the extent of whose journeyings, we un- 
derstood, was between New York and Albany. He had never 
been seen or heard of in Philadelphia, and in fact knew little of 
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the state of the New Church, in this country. Nothing gives more 
pain to the people of the United States, than the hasty accounts 
of travellers, whose short stay and limited means of knowledge, 
are calculated rather to mislead than to inform. Since the meet- 
ing of the convention, a conversation between the writer of this 
article and a friend in the western country, has added to our 
knowledge of the Halcyonists, and the whole is now stated in 
compliance with the request of the Editors of the Intellectual 
Repository. 

Many years ago a Mr. Sergeant lodged in the same house 
with the friend above mentioned. In the course of the evening, 
the principles of the New Church were spoken of, and Mr. 8. 
seemed so pleased with the account he received, that he pro- 
posed to the gentleman giving him the information, that they 
should commence the propagation of the doctrines by preaching. 
This was not agreed to—some time afterwards, Mr. S. taking up 
a portion of the system which had been thus explained to him, 
combined with it the doctrine of the annihilation of the wicked. 
This in fact was the opinion of the celebrated Dr. Watts, as to 
the children of unbelievers, dying in their infancy. Watts being 
fully convinced that all out of the church, would be finally con- 
demned ; and not being able to reconcile to his ideas of the Di- 
vine mercy, the eternal punishment of infants, who had died 
without actual transgression, and without an opportunity of hear- 
ing the glad tidings of the Gospel, took up the opinion that al- 
though all the children of believers would be saved, yet those of 
unbelievers would not partake of the resurrection, and would of 
course be annihilated. This sentiment Mr. Sergeant extended 
to all the wicked, without exception. He also alleged that he 
had had his spiritual sight opened, and had seen a vision. Being 
a man of some eloquence, he began to preach, and soon formed 
a sect in the western country, under the name of the Halcyon- 
ists. Several active young men joined him, and became preach- 
ers, and for a time his proselytes appeared to increase. From 
the western country he went to New York, where a leading 
member of our society hearing him preach, was struck with the 
resemblance of some of his opinions to our doctrines, and be- 
lieving Sergeant might be useful, with the most correct views 
patronised him, and lent him money to print his book of hymns. 
This friend coming to Philadelphia many years ago, gave to the 
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society here an account of Mr. Sergeant and his opinions. The 
Philadelphia friends at once expressed their disapprobation of 
any connexion or intercourse with him, stating decidedly that 
he could not be in the doctrines. Mr. Sergeant and his ad- 
herents went on upon their own principles, held their meetings, 
and published their Conciliums as a separate and distinct peo- 
ple, without any connexion with the New Church. After a short 
time he left New York, and returned to the western country.— 
Last winter the writer of this article was informed by another 
very respectable friend of the New Church, that he had lent 
some of our books to Mr. S. who professed an intention of read- 
ing them. Our friends in New York, being about to publish a 
periodical publication, for the purpose of disseminating the pure 
and unmixed truths of the New Jerusalem, gave it the title of 
the Halcyon Luminary. But it was not in the slightest degree 
connected with the Halcyonists, or their leader Mr. Sergeant. 
As we are on the subject of information respecting America, 
our friends of the Intellectual Repository will permit us to cor- 
rect a piece of misinformation in their ii. vol. p. 374. Where 
speaking of the Rev. Hugh White’s Cosmogenia, they say, “ His 
style is frequently very unlike what in this country is deemed 
classical. This however, is no fault of his. He no doubt has 
written agreeable (meaning agreeably) to the ideas which pre- 
vail in America; and it is evident from other authorities, that 
the English language has undergone a considerable change since 
its transplantation to the western hemisphere.” We regret to 
see our friends of the New Church adopt these prejudices. The 
English language has undergone no such change with us. What 
is classical in England is equally so in America. Our friends 
should recollect that the author of the best grammar of the En- 
lish language is an American. I mean Murray. We have in- 
deed verbalized the noun “ advocate,” which is in perfect analo- 
gy with the language. We also, with Shakspeare, use * pro- 
gress,” as a verb, placing the accent on the last syllable, though 
he has it on the first. I know no other change. The celebrated 
Buffon in his Natural History, gravely states, that animals, (in- 
cluding men) by their transplantation to America, have under- 
gone a diminution in size. A few years since, several young 
Americans dining in Paris, at a table where this point became a 
subject of conversation, very pleasantly stood up, and desired 
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their French friends to do the same. The Americans, without a 
single exception, greatly overtopping their companions, -the 
point was at once settled by ocular proof against the opinion of 
the great naturalist. All these notions are either founded in 
prejudice, which every wise man will strive to eradicate from 
his mind, or are adopted from travellers, emphatically a « men- 
dax genus,”’ or from politicians, who are little better. In the 
New Church we must rise above these things. As to our worthy 
and learned friend, the Rev. Hugh White, he is a native of Scot- 
land, and received his education in that country. If therefore, 
any thing be found in his phraseology unlike what in England is 
deemed classical, its origin should be sought for north of the 
Tweed. It is pity a work of so much merit as the Cosmogenia, 
should have appeared in so uncomely an external. It was print- 
ed in some country village in Virginia, probably by a person not 
accustomed to the use of types. Y. 


NEW CHURCH INTELLIGENCE, 


The delay which has taken place in the publication of this 
number of the Repository, has given us an opportunity of en- 
larging our intelligence to a greater extent than we should have 
been enabled to do, at the commencement of the month. The 
intelligence from the north, east, and west, is cheering beyond 
‘former example. Why does “ the south keep back!” Yet even 
here, private information gives us some small hopes, that the cir- 
cle will be completed, and the New Church will see the falfil- 
ment of the glorious prediction :-—< Fear not; for I am with 
thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from 
the west: I will say to the north, give up ; and to the south, keep 
not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the 
ends of the earth.” ‘The intelligence from Europe, from New 
England, and the western country, gives us full assurance that 
the seed has struck a deep root, and is spreading far and wide. 
Perhaps there never was a day in which so mach interesting in- 
formation of the progress of the New Church, could be present- 
ed to those who wait for the building of the walls of Jerusalem ; 
er in which the mourners in Zion, could be more emboldened to 
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take their harps from the willows, and sing a song of the Lord 
in a strange land. 


Unirep Srares. In the summer, the Rev. Mr. Carll having 
concluded to go to New York, for the purpose of ordaining 
Charles J. Doughty, esq. as a minister of the New Church, at 
the request of the society in that city, contemplated also a jour- 
ney to Providence, (Rhode Island) and Boston. This journey he 
accordingly accomplished, and the pleasing effects will appear 
from the following letters, which we give at large. 


“ New York, August 7th. 
** My dear brother, 

“Enclosed you will see a very interesting communication from Boston, 
which shows that some important work is about commencing at that place. 
It has determined me to go on. The prospect before, as to Boston, was so 
gloomy and discouraging, that but for this cheering invitation, I should not 
have gone. 

“The communication from Philadelphia relative to the ordination, has 
heen received. Our friends here are in high spirits. Yours affectionately.” 


Boston, Aug. 3d. 1818. 
“ Rev. Sir, 

“Ry the Resolutions annexed to this letter, you will learn, that on the 
Sist of July, the society whom we represent, agreed on becoming organized 
as a Church, and requesting a visit from vou. To prevent misapprehension, 
it is important to remark, that the number of members at this meeting was 
fourteen. Of these, twelve signed the resolutions. Many, whom we consider 
as belonging to the society, were not present. There are several of our 
members who do not feel perfectly prepared to unite with us in Sabbath 
meetings; but a considerable number will, no doubt, unite, whose names 
were not signed at the last meeting. All admit that these measures must 
be taken; but they do not feel prepared to act immediately. It is by no 
means certain, that they will not accede to the measures before you arrive. 

“We think it is not wonderful, that some should feel unprepared to act 
thus boldly at the present moment; and as the question is only as to the 
most proper time of acting, we think the want of unanimity forms no objec- 
tion to your visiting us without any delay. We cannot but hope and be- 
lieve, that by having the’ society organized, and by holding public meetings 
on the Sabbath, a spirit of unanimity, and of religious zeal will be excited, 
tending in the highest degree to promote the interest of the New Church. 
We therefore, earnestly request that you will come to us as soon as possi- 
ble, and remain with us as long as your duties will permit. 
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* Being informed by Mr. Phile, of Philadelphia, that you were to leave 
home for New York on the first of August, we shall send this letter to the 
latter place, the better to secure and hasten your coming to Boston. Should 
you accept this invitation, please to call on Dr. Mann, No. 88, Newbury 
street; should you decline or delay it, be so good as to inform us imme- 
diately. 

“In behalf of the society. 


James MANN, 
SamurL Worcester, }Committee. 
‘Tuomas WoRCESTER, 


** At a meeting of the members of the New Jerusalem Church society of 
Boston and its vicinity, 

“TI. Resolved, That this society deem it not only expedient, but impor- 
tant to their spiritual improvement, and the interest of the Lord’s New 
Church, to become organized as a Church, and to hold public religious meet- 
ings regularly on the Sabbath. 

“II. Resolved, That- Dr. James Mann, Mr. Samuel Worcester, and Mr. 
Thomas Worcester, be a committee to make the necessary preparations for 
these meetings. 

‘111. Resolved, That the secretary of this society request the Rev. Mr. 
Carll, minister of the New Jerusalem Church in Philadelphia, to visit us, 
as soon as to him may be convenient, for the purpose of organizing us as a 
Church, and administering to us its ordinances. 

** Boston, July Sd, 1818. 

“A true copy, attest. 
“SAMUEL WORCESTER, Secretary.” 


“* Boston, August 17th. 
«« My dear friend and brother, 

“It was my intention to defer giving you a circumstantial account of my 
proceedings, until the work which the Lord has committed to me, should 
have been completed. But having a leisure hour, almost the first since I 
arrived in this town, I thought it could not be better employed than to 
dedicate it to you, for your own gratification, as well as for the use of the 
church. 

* After leaving Philadelphia, I proceeded immediately te New York, at 
which place I was gladly received by our brethren, who had been expect- 
ing this visit. In consequence of some delay, occasioned by the necessary 
arpangements previous to the ordination of our respected brother Doughty, 
an opportunity was afforded of preaching in that place six times; five in the 
hall occupied by the church, and once in a church procured for the pur- 
pose. These meetings were generally pretty well attended, particularly at 
the last mentioned place, which was well filled with hearers, who manifest- 
ed much respectful attention. During the visit at this place, (N. Y.) eleven 
adults solemnly testified their belief in the New Dispensation, and were 
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imitiated into the Lord’s New Church by baptism ; double that number of 
children remain to be baptized by their beloved Pastor, the Rev. C. J. 
Doughty. The following Lord’s day, the ceremony of ordination was per- 
formed, after which the holy sacrament of the Lord’s supper was celebrated, 
of which some of our brethren never before had an opportunity of partaking, 
and thus sealing their attachment and love to the glorious cause, and their 
frm belief in the second advent of our Blessed LORD! The New Church 
can now enumerate eight regularly ordained ministers engaged in the cause, 
five of whom have received ordination within the last two years! And I 
have the pleasure to inform you of two more at least, who, in the bosom of 
two of the most celebrated universities in this country, are preparing for the 
blessed work! Does not this look like the Lord’s doing? After the ap- 
pointed service at New York was performed, on Monday morning, August 
10th, set out for Boston by way of New Haven and Providence, accompanied 
by two of our brethren. Arrived in Providence on Tuesday, and passed the 
evening with our friends in Brown University, in pleasing and instructive 
conversation. The evening was closed with reading a portion of the word, 
and by solemn prayer, at the request of one of the students, Mr. F—. This 
gentleman has published at his own expense, a thousand copies of the cata- 
logue of our author’s works, which have been distributed with great indus- 
try and effect. His piety and correct deportment have gained him the re- 
spect not only of his fellow students, but also of the people of the town, and 
have excited the attention of both, to the doctrines he professes and which 
he may be said to adorn. Who cannot see the hand of the Lord in all this? 
There appears to be much religious inquiry in this town, it has not hows 
ever, escaped the Boston sphere, and Unitarianism seems to have gained a 
place in some of the most respectable churches. Arrived in Boston on Wed- 
nesday, and found our friends ready to receive us with open arms. The 
proceedings in this last mentioned place are highly interesting, but must be 
reserved for another letter. 

“T am now, August 18th, at Providence on my return home, which will be 
by the way of New York and perhaps Morristown, in New Jersey, by par- 
ticular request. Shall preach this evening and probably to-morrow in Provi- 
dence. With sentiments of respect for your lady and the church in general, 
I subscribe myself your brother in the Lord.” 


“© Steam-Boat Fulton, August 21. 
“* My dear friend and brother, 

« At the conclusion of my last I promised you an account of the state of 
our society as well as our proceedings in the town of Boston. We arrived 
there on the afternoon of Wednesday, and as you may well suppose, were 
most joyfully received by our friends, who had for some time been expect- 
ing us. We went immediately to Dr. M—’s, the only one whose dwejling 
was known to us, where he received us with his accustomed urbanity and 
politeness, and soon introduced us to our other friends. The afternoon of 
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Saturday was appointed for the organization of the society; the place of 
meeting Dr. M—’s. The ceremony of organization was preceded by the 
baptism* of those adults who had never before received that sacred ordi- 
nance ; as it was considered more orderly to receive this rite, previous to 
signing the articles of faith. The articles of the faith of the Lord’s New 
Church as contained in the Philadelphia Liturgy, were then distinctly read 
and signed by all present ; the whole concluded with a prayer that the Lord 
would bless what had been thus auspiciously begun, and that the brother 
who had been appointed by the united voice of the society as their Leader, 
should be strengthened and supported in the fulfilment of the pleasing du- 
ties assigned him. The society has much reason to rejoice, that the Lord 
has raised up for them a young man of such pious inclinations, and promi- 
sing abilities to conduct the solemnities of their worship, and that the church 
at large have much to hope from his future labours in the Lord’s new vine- 
yard. On Lord’s day, a public meeting which had been previously announ- 
ced, was held in Boylston Hall, a spacious room, elegantly and conveniently 
furnished, and calculated to contain about a thousand people. At an early 
liour the house was filled and the worship was conducted according to the 
form used in the Temple at Philadelphia. The service of the morning was 
concluded by the celebration of the Lord’s supper, of which twenty-six of our 
own members partook, and several others who were unknown tous! My 
dear friend, this was a most affecting and intéresting spectacle, to behold se 
many, to whom the opportunity had never, with the exception of one or two, 
been afforded of sitting round a table spread by the Lord himself and dedi- 
cated to Him alone! The devotions were rendered more solemn, by the 
tones of an excellent organ, which was touched with great taste by a gentle- 
man amateur who volunteered his services in the morning, and by Dr. Jack- 
son in the afternoon. 

The two discourses, which were the first of the new Dispensation, avowed- 
ly such, ever delivered in Boston, were listened to with much respect and 
attention by numerous audiences, and there was a manifest desire evinced 
of hearing more. Indeed there appears to be a void in the hearts of many 
here, which nothing but a Redeemer such as the New Church has to declare, 
an Almighty Saviour, can fill and fully satisfy. In the evening we had a 
meeting of the members at Dr. M—’s, where, after a farewell sermon and 
hymn, we parted with those feelings of pain, which flow from the separation 
of hearts united by Christian love and affection, which were mingled how- 
ever, with the pleasing assurance that it was only a temporary separation. 
On Monday, we set out for Providence, at which place we remained until 
Thursday: the proceedings here will form the subject of another letter 
With sentiments of Christian love and esteem, I remain your affectionate 
brother in the Lord.” 


* There were nine baptized in all. 
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“ Providence, August 19, 1818. 
** My dear friend and brother, | 

*‘Having made an appointment to preach at Providence on my return, 
notice was accordingly given in the paper, that the minister of the New Je- 
rusalem Church of Philadelphia would deliver a sermon in the Town-Hall, (a 
spacious building, formerly occupied as a church) the succeeding evening. 
As some disorderly conduct had been exhibited, very recently, in the same 
place, it was determined, by those who had the management of the building, 
on seeing the advertisement, to close the doors against strangers in future ; 
and we are indebted to the friendly and disinterested exertions of a Mr. —, 
that we were permitted to occupy it. The notice being short, the inhabitants 
of the town generally were not apprised of the meeting: it was, however, 
pretty well attended, there being probably from eight hundred to a thousand 
present. After sun-rise, notice was given, that another sermon would be 
delivered, the ensuing evening; and we were gratified at seeing our auditory 
very considerably increased, the house being well filled. ‘The students of 
Krown University, as well as the clergy of the place, to several of whom ] 
bad been previously introduced, honoured us with their attendance. Judging 
from the profound and respectful attention paid on both occasions, I cannot 
but hope that impressions of a favourable kind have been made, and that 
some have been induced by the divine blessing to seek for the true spiritual 
riches, which are to be found only in the Word of Truth. 

“From the observations which I have been able to make, I am fully con- 
vinced, that the people of this section of our beloved country (New England) 
are in a very favourable state for the reception of the heavenly doctrines of 
the New Jerusalem. Their independence of mind, the state of religious 
inquiry, and their respect for religious institutions, together with the unsa- 
tisfactory nature of the doctrines which have so long prevailed, are circum- 
stances certainly favourable to the reception of a system that courts inves- 
tigation, and which addresses itself at once to the understanding and the 
heart of man. 

“That the Lord may prosper the glorious cause of order and virtue, and 
hasten the time, by the removal of ali things that offend, when the Church 
Universal shall be more closely conjoined to Himself, is the prayer of your 
friend and brother in the Lord.” 





The following letters will acquaint our readers with some of 
the important consequences of Mr. C’s visit. 


** Boston, August 16, 1818, Sabbath morning. 
** My dear Sir, 
“I received your letter yesterday, for which I thank you. On this I can 
say no more at present. 
“This has been a day of the highest interest to us. Our society was or- 
ganized yesterday ; and to-day we have had a meeting, which, beside de- 
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lighting us, must have delighted every angel of heaven. In the morning, 
about five hundred, or five hundred and fifty, attended ; this afternoon, eight 
hundred were supposed to be present. The number of members, who par- 
took of the sacrament, was, I believe, twenty-six. Beside these, two or three 
others, of different churches, partook. Never was there a more delightful 
season than we enjoyed. The audience, all day, was very respectable, and 
the most profound attention was paid to the exercises. Mr. Carll will add 
particulars. He has our hearts in a most remarkable degree. We can never 
enough express our gratitude to the Lord and to him for this visit. I am 
sure that all our members regard him with the highest esteem; and, in 
their name, I beg you to tell all your society, that his labours here have beer 
so full of wisdom, meekness and love, that he deserves ten thousand thanks 
from every member of the Lord’s Church. 

“I give this very hasty sketch of what we enjoyed, because I could not 
submit that our kind and excellent friend should return, without bearing 
some truth, as a medium for the love and delight which he will express to 
you. The Lord reward him for his usefulness. 

“Express for us, my dear sir, the gratitude which we all feel toward your 
society, for granting us so great a favour as the assistance of their minister. 
With the highest esteem, your humble servant.” 





“* Boston, August 25, 1818. 


** By Mr. Carll, I had time to communicate merely an index to what I wish- 
ed to say; my time is still occupied with imperious duties ; and I can write 
no more than is indispensable. 

“* We have not had time to appreciate the good effects of Mr. Carll’s visit. 
The public attention was very much excited. A great number have inqui- 
red when he would preach again. It is said none were offended, but many 
very much pleased. Had he remained another day, an audience filling our 
largest chapel might have been obtained. All the members of our society 
continue to speak of him with the greatest affection and respect. It would 
be hardly possible to give you an exaggerated representation, of the grati- 
tude and affection, with which he is remembered. 

** Last sabbath the same hall, in which Mr. C. preached, was pretty well 
filled, perhaps 350 in the morning, and 450 in the afternoon. The audience 
was very attentive, and an increased interest was given. Our love abounds 
to you all.” 


From the same respectable source, we are informed that the 
number of readers increases in Salem, (Massachusetts,) and that 
we have some powerful and excellent friends there. 

From the West, our intelligence is equally animating, and we 
give the following extracts and letters from that quarter. 
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Extract of a letter from the Rev. R. H. Goe, dated Bethlehem, Ohio, 
October 15, 1818. . 


“I have been requested by letter to preach again in Canton, (the seat of 
justice in Stark County) which I have done, and likewise in New Philadel- 
phia, (the seat of justice in Tuscarawas county) which I hope to be able to 
attend to next Sunday. It seems notwithstanding their minister forwarned his 
elders and exhorted his hearers, not to hear me the first time I preached there 
—-that our doctrines were false ; yet those that did attend have had such im- 
pressions made on their minds as to make it worth the notice of their friends 
that did not hear ; and I am informed that those too are very desirous to 
hear me, and have said since, that from what they can gather, notwithstanding 
their minister’s opposition, they will come and hear for themselves. Since my 
former discourse there, several have sought personal acquaintance with me, 
and private conversation, which has given great satisfaction.” 


The Rev. David Powell, of Steubenville, Ohio, under date of 
Oct. 17, 1818=—62, writes as follows : 


*‘ Dear and Rev. Brother, 

** Though this will be one in advance over and above an equal number, 
yet, as some things are in store that may be worth communicating, you will 
no doubt rejoice to hear them; for even the smallest mite cast in, which 
may tend to advance the latter day of glory of our blessed Lord, will give 
you and our friends in the city, (Philadelphia) a proportionable delight at 
least. I set out about the last of August on a tour through the lower part of 
the state of Ohio, and the upper part of Indiana, intending to disseminate the 
heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem in every town and village where an 
opening could be obtained. Accordingly I have performed my intention, 
yet not to the extent of my desire, for many obstacles will unavoidably in- 
tervene, to prevent the advancement of the Lord’s kingdom on earth. Those 
preventing things are always from the black world of evils and falses. I re- 
turned this day week, having been from hence six weeks, in which time I had 
many opportunities of discovering the general flow of truth, that is imper- 
ceptibly making its way in the understandings of men. I shall not enter on 
a minute or particular detail of circumstances, seeing this would be prolixity 
without use—suffice it to give the essence. During the six weeks, I tra- 
velled about seven hundred miles, preached in eighteen different places, 
sometimes to upwards of two hundred persons, but seldom less than forty or 
fifty. I had with me some sermons of my own which 1 distributed. I per- 
formed two baptisms and the ordination of our beloved brother Thomas 
Newport,* to the Ministry in the Lord’s new Church, the New Jerusalem. 
The ceremony I trust, was performed with that due solemnity and reverence 
which will be acceptable to the Lord. In all the places where I preached, 
1 found the people were struck with a kind of surprise and consternation, 
the subject of the New Jerusalem not having been ever before heard of, in many 


* See last page of this Repository, 
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of those places—yet I found so little opposition in any, that it amounts to 
nothing worth notice. I may indeed say that the preparation of the minds 
of men, through the new angelic heaven, has caused a predisposition in a 
great number of the inhabitants of the earth. Indeed the fields are white 
already to harvest, but labourers appear to be too few. It is truly astonishing, 
to find in a part of the country, where the New Church doctrines have never 
been heard, how cordially many would receive them, were it not for the pre- 
judice in some of the clergy, who as soon as the doctrines are opened, are 
aroused and endeavour to root out all the precious seed, and disqualify the 
minds of the laity for its reception or growth. But the Lord’s work will go 
on, till all those opposing principles are put out of the way, then the light of 
the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun 
sevenfold, as the light of seven days. I might have gone into a long 
detail of particulars.of my journey and preaching, but did not think it 
necessary or useful, seeing my object is to let you know something of 
a general nature. From what I have through my late tour discover- 
ed, and from information received otherwise, I find the visible signs 
of the times will ere long, be more strictly attended to, and the mental 
optics of mankind, will advance to a higher degree of spiritual sight, and 
that a general reformation and regeneration will grace the world. These 
things to us are plain—we can view them from causes if not from ends.— 
Although we stand ona very elevated situation with respect to the advance- 
ment of the Lord’s kingdom, let us, my brother, be humble. The many insti- 
tutions of different kinds to promote the grand object, though it may be 
done under many forms and old names, yet the members of the New Church 
view them as one grand assemblage of circumstances to bring about what 
we so ardently desire. Let them go on—He that is not against the reformation 
of the world is in our favour. I care not for mere name; any thing*that can 
catch a spark of heavenly fire, is a fit material for the glorious building, 
seeing it is a building of love and universal good will among men.” 

A letter, whilst the Repository was in the press, having been 
received from the Rev. Thomas Newport, dated Lebanon, Ohio, 
Sept. 29, 1818= 62, it was thought that an extract from it would 
be gratifving to our readers. ‘This aged and reverend gentleman 
may truly say, “ the zeal of thy house hath eaten me up.” His 
letter contains much information, and is written in great haste-— 
rather in the brief style of a diary, than ia that of a regular piece 
of composition. We give it in that form. 

“ At our association much harmony prevailed—I had the principal part of 
the service to perform, as neither Mr. H. nor Mr. P. attended—The meeting 
was large and respectable, and held in a handsome grove on my own land— 
between two and three hundred persons attended—more interest I never saw, 
nor better behaviour.—The bread and wine were administered to nine per- 
sons——the sphere of love was ecstatic, not only with the communicants, but 
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generally with the people—after the communion there was an intermission 
of fifteen minutes, Mr. Isaac Waters delivered an excellent written sermon, 
and in a masterly manner, it being his first attempt.—Since the close of the 
association the Rey. David Powell came.—He and myself have travelled the 
chief of the time, and preached many sermons.—The following is a sum- 
mary: first, at Mr. S—’s school-house,—a congregation of sixty: in the 
evening at my house, say forty-five. We visited a neighbourhood on the 
west side of the Big Miami, Butler county, Ohio.—Here we preached ina 
Methodist house, to a delighted audience, chiefly Methodists and Presby- 
terians,—several of no particular order of Christians. They were so pleased, 
and particularly the young, (although the doctrine was concerning the Lord, 
and particularly the Divine Humanity) that an aged leading member of the 
Methodists, at the solicitation of the young, asked an evening discourse.— 
I attended; but when the old people came as well as the young (perhaps 
fifty or sixty,) the old said they wanted more of the doctrine of the Lord— 
1 divided the discourse between the old and the young, to the joy of all;— 
The people are like the ripe harvest.—Oh, how acceptable would be a tra- 
velling missionary, who could support himself in the incidental expenses, 
which would not be great, there are many so disposed to the doctrines.— 
Saturday in the evening, Mr. Powell and myself proceeded to Mr. E—y’s. 
Preached at noon, and in the evening—next day proceeded to Cincinnati,— 
staid in town—met several of the most intelligent New Church members— 
delightful interview—visited several friends next day—had an evening 
meeting in a school-house—about one hundred hearers-—among them seven 
persons, who were lately Deists, singing the Praises of the Divine Humanity 
in the most elevated strains—I never heard such lofty sounds by human 
voices 





it seemed as if heaven had come down on earth-—Wednesday 
d’s, called at Judge S$ 
at court--arrived at Dr. W——d’s at one o’clock--had a meeting in the 








morning proceeded towards Dr. W *s—he was 
evening—three ministers attended—one a Presbyterian missionary from 
New Hampshire,* a Baptist minister from the neighbourhood, and a New 
Light minister from Lexington, Kentucky—inany interesting particulars in 
the conversation with the Presbyterian and New Light ministers, too long 
for a letter, they lodging at the Doctor’s as well as our ourselves—The 
Doctor is becoming enamoured with the heavenly doctrines—next morning 
went to Lawrenceburg, where we arrived at 12 0’clock—David Powell went 
to Wilmington, seven miles, where he preached to an audience of very 
anxious hearers—some of them have been Halcyonists, but are approaching 
towards the heavenly doctrines—are tired of following the eccentric Sergeant. 

‘‘] tarried in Lawrenceburg at the amiable and reverend Dr. F ’s of 
the Baptists, and a Mr. C ’s, one of the most celebrated teachers of vo- 
cal music—preached to about fifty or sixty—the doctor attended—all seemed 








* It would be a delightful subject of contemplation to see a missionary from a 
distance of near one thousand miles, sent to convert the people of the West, taken 
in the wide net of the New Church. This indeed would be catching men. 
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delighted—at 12 o'clock, brother David Powell arrived, went up the river— 
called at a stranger’s house, (Methodists,) sung a hymn, prayed with the fa 
mily, conversed an hour—-the old people, especially the lady, enamoured 
with the doctrines—proceeded on—called at a Congregationalist’s,—J. C. 
Fsq.—staid all night—preached to about twenty—proceeded to Hamilton— 
taken sick—proceeded on notwithstanding—went ten miles and preached to 
fifty or sixty—although the notice was but about forty minutes—the people 
japtists and Methodists generally—all seemed highly delighted—in the 
morning had sixteen miles to ride to our appointment—about seventy per- 
sons attended—in the afternoon was ordained to the ministry—Monday 
3 o'clock, David Powell preached in the methodist meeting house in Leba- 
non, the society by the trustees granting the privilege. The Lord is making 
wonderful arrangements in this country for his New Church—there were 
four ministers of the Methodist connection, and nearly all the respectabl 
gentlemen of the town, and perhaps sixty ladies—such a sphere of the New 
Church, I scarcely ever felt—David Powell was uncommonly illuminated— 
28th in the evening had a meeting at a New Light preaching place—fifts 
persons, all attention—please excuse faults—have scarcely time to read: the 
letter.” 


In the South Western part of Virginia, we are informed from 
undoubted authority, there is a very large increase of members of 
the New Church, of the most respectable standing in society, and 
great expectations are formed of a still further extension of the 
doctrines in the neighbourhood. . 

The following letter from Nashville, in the state of Tennessee, 
affords an encouraging hope that the donation therein mention- 


ed, like seed sown in good ground, will in time produce an abun- 
dant harvest. 


* Nashville, August 28, 1818. 
** Gentlemen, 


*“[ am requested by the proprietors of the Nashville Library, in their 
names, to acknowledge the receipt of the Arcana Celestia, and other valua- 
ble works of the late learned and inspired Swedenborg, for the use of this 
infant Institution—Works so well calculated to improve our condition in 
this world and brighten our prospects of futurity, have laid us under heavy 
obligations to your benevolence. With sentiments of respect and esteem, 
believe us to be sincerely yours.” 


An intelligent correspondent, in whom the most implicit reli- 
ance is to be placed, speaking of a celebrated college in the Uni- 
ted States, says, “there are a few readers in that institution, 
who, I am told, call loudly for more books ; and it is told in such 
a manner that I believe it, that the government have ordered a!! 
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Swedenborg’s works to be added to their library.” The president 
likewise of one of the universities in the United States has ex- 
pressed, toa member of the New Church ‘n this city, his desire 
that the writings of Swedenborg should be presented to the insti- 
tution over which he presides, saying, they should be placed in the 
library and recommended to be read. ‘These two highly respect- 
able institutions are one thousand miles distant from each other. 
A copy of the Universal Theology has been presented to, and de- 
posited in, the library of Yale college, New-Haven, Connecticut, 
and for many years past a number of the writings of Swedenborg 
have been possessed by the library company of Philadelphia, from 
which they have been borrowed for perusal, by the members and 
others. 

In the city of Philadelphia, the Temple continues to be crowded 
on the Lord’s day, both in the morning and afternoon, and the 
Church daily becomes more and more a favourite with the public. 
Baptisms are frequent, and members from time to time are added to 
the Church. But, over and above this, another very important 
object is obtained. This city, being the resort of numerous visit- 
ers from all parts of the United States, great numbers of respect- 
able persons from a distance, particularly from the westward 
and southward, have, at different times, attended worship in the 
Temple, with which they have been highly gratified. Some have 
hereby been induced to embrace the doctrines cordially, and many 
have said they had heretofore imbibed prejudices against them 
which have been completely removed. Several have declared 
their intention to read and examine for themselves. In fact, it 
has been found that the public and open teaching of the doctrines 
from the pulpit has had a most powerful effect. This is what we 
might reasonably have expected. What New Churchman can 
read No. 791 of the Universal Theology, without seeing, as clear 
as the noon-day sun, that preaching is one of the most important 
and usefal means of disseminating the Truths of the New Jerusa- 
lem? If the Lord himself has so extensively provided for this 
mode of spreading his Church, may we not expect striking and 
constantly increasing correspondent effects throughout the world? 
Great effects in the natural have their origin tn the spiritual world. 
We may therefore luok for an increase of misstonary efforts in an 
accelerated ratio. 
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There are now resident in the state of Ohio, four ordained 
ministers of the New Jerusalem Church, which is a greater num- 
ber than there is in any other state in the Union, New York hav- 
ing two, and Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, each but 
one. How is this? «Shall it be so done in our country, that 
the younger sister shall be married before the first-born ?” 

In a country with such an immense territory as the United 
States, and a population doubling itself every twenty years, where 
religious prejudices are vanishing like the morning clouds, and 
neither political institutions nor religious establishments oppose 
the slightest impediment to the propagation of the Truth, where 
even Ceesar says “ render to Cesar the things only that are Ce- 
sar’s, and to Ged the things that are God’s,” what may we not 
hope for the dissemination of the verities of the New Jerusalem. 
Our population now exceeds ten millions of civilized inhabitants, 
all of them emigrants or descendants of emigrants from the east- 
ern hemisphere. At the ratio in which we have heretofore mul- 
tiplied, and which the almost unlimited expanse of our land will 
long continue, we may expect, within a century, to surpass 
the population of all Europe. We shall then exhibit to the 
world the striking picture of a nation of more than one hundred 
and twenty millions, all speaking the English language, with uni- 
form manners and a general similarity of sentiment, enjoying in 
the highest degree the liberty of speech and of the press. Amongst 
a people, like the men of Athens, always inquiring after some new 
thing, universally occupied in reading the numerous publications 
of the day, and in the constant habit of debating in public meet- 
ings, more or less numerous or dignified, their political and so- 
cial concerns, with a great readiness of utterance and an uncom- 
mon subtlety of argument, the march of religious truth will move 
with a rapidity not to be calculated. When we reflect that the 
despised, wandering, exiled son of Abraham hath at length, after 
a lapse of seventeen centuries, here first acquired a citizenship 
and a home, that the Christian, the Jew, the Mahometan, and the 
Gentile may here meet upon equal terms, and as in one grand tem- 
ple offer up their unrestrained adorations in every varied form to 
the great I AM, thus representing the whole spiritual world, where 
all nations and tribes are gathered together; must we not be 
fully satisfied that this country has been founded under the auspi- 
ces of the Divine Providence, for the establishment of the last and 
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noblest dispensation of Divine Truth among men? Even the trans- 
plantation of the numerous hordes of degraded Africans, disor- 
derly as it may seem for the present, will appear to the eye, pe- 
netrating into the distant future, as forming a part of that great 
plan of Him who operates ona scale, and for a duration beyond 
the comprehension of man. Some of our older friends of the New 
Church may recollect the favourite opinion of a departed enthu- 
siastic friend, from Sweden, who entertained the notion that the 
New Church would never flourish to any extent, until a commu- 
nication was opened between the Church in Africa and that in 
Europe, which event, in his ardent contemplation of correspon- 
dencies, he compared to the union of the will and the under- 
standing. It is known that he lost his life, if we are not misin- 
formed, in the pursuit of his favourite system, perishing in the 
unhealthy climate of Sierra Leone, in one of the early expedi- 
tions to that colony. May not Providence be now in this coun- 
try in the course of accomplishing actually, by this combined with 
other events, what our friend had but a slight glimpse of in theo- 
ry, and may we not see in America, thus eventually produced, 
that complete preparation of the means whichare absolutely neces- 
sary for the effectual and permanent establishment of the Church? 
The position of the United States strengthens the conjecture. 
United on the east by a most active commerce with every port in 
Europe and Africa; touching on the north-west the extended 
realms of Russia and the Tartar tribes ; bounded on the west by 
the great Pacific, whose placid surface will afford an easy and un- 
interrupted communication with China and Southern Asia, whilst 
Mexico and the other Spanish colonies are in her immediate 
neighbourhood, looking up to her example and her institutions 
with a wistful eye, marking every trait for their imitation, what 
must be the magnificent part she is raised up to perform on the 
great theatre of uses in the Lord’s spiritual kingdom ! 


PROSPECT OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE NEW CHURCH IN AFRIGA. 


Extract from French papers, translated for the Boston Patriot. 


“A French paper announces as interesting, the publication of a voyage to 
Africa, by the marquis D’Etgurville, who was led by singular circumstances 
into the interior of that continent, during the revolution. He mentions hav- 
ing discovered, near the sources of the Nile, a new empire, its legislation 


similar to that of China, and he supposes its civilization anterior to that of 
the Egyptians.” 
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In further confirmation of this, we publish an extract from the 
Intellectual Repository, for July, 1818, containing further inter- 
esting particulars on the same subject. 


“TI send you the following quotation from the New Times, London 
newspaper, of 14 April, 1818, which, if you think its contents of suffi- 
cient importance, you will probably allow a place in your repository. After 
relating the sufferings of the marquis D’Etourville, (a French emigrant, ) 
during his captivity in an African nation of the most inhuman character ima- 
ginable, it proceeds as follows: ‘M. D’Etourville fled to a province situated 
to the south of the western Mountains of the Moon, near which is the em- 
pire of Droglodo, a region hitherto unknown, but by far more civilized than 
all the neighbouring countries, with which they have no communication 
whatever. Here he resided ten years in a state of slavery. We says that the 
policy of their government bears a near resemblance to that of China, and 
that, like the Chinese, their civilization is maintained from the remotest 
times. He examined the history of their country, and found their sacred 
books much resembling, in many respects, the Holy Scriptures. He con- 
ceives that Genesis has been written according to the geography of that 
country. M. D’Etourville has proceeded to France, and intends to publish 
a large work on the subject.’ ” 


It may be useful to insert the following account of the New 
Church in Africa, from E. Swedenborg’s Continuation concern- 
ing the Spiritual World. No. 76—78. 


“Such being the character of the Africans, there is therefore at this day 
a revelation begun among them, which is communicated from the centre 
round about, but does not extend to the S€a-coasts ; they acknowledge one 
Lord as the Lord of heaven and earth, and laugh at the monks who visit 
them, and at the Christians who talk of a threefold Divinity, and of salva- 
tion by mere thought; asserting, that there is no man, who worships at all, 
that does not live according to his religion, and that unless a man so lives, 
he must needs become stupid and wicked, because in such case he receives 
nothing from heaven: They likewise give to ingenious wickedness the name 
of stupidity, because there is no life but death in it. I have heard the an- 
gels rejoice at this revelation, because thereby a communication is opened 
with the rational principle in man, which has heretofore been closed up by a 
general blindness with respect to matters of faith. I was informed, from 
heaven, that the things contained in the Doctrine of the New Jerusalem con- 
cerning the Lord, concerning the Word, and in the Doctrine of Life for the 
New Jerusalem, lately published, are now revealed, by word of mouth, by 
angelic spirits, to the inhabitants of that country. In regard to strangers 
from Europe, they said, that they are not admitted amongst them ; and when 
any, especially if they are monks, penetrate into their country, they inquire 
of them what they know; and when they relate any particulars concerning 
their religion, they call them mere trifles, which are even offensive to their 
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ears ; and then they send them away to some useful employment ; but in case 
they refuse to work, they sell them for slaves, whom they are allowed by 
law to punish at pleasure.” 


Evrore. The following letter, from a highly respected friend, 
containing most important intelligence from the continent of Eu- 
rope, will be perused by our readers with the greatest delight. 

“ My dear Sir, 

** We are very apt to judge of the state and progress of the New Church, 
by the numbers of those who are in the reception of the new doctrines, and 
we are at times inclined to lament, that there is not a more universal desire 
excited to embrace a system, which disposes into symmetry and order, all 
sciences, arts, employments, and conditions of life, and which, by unfolding: 
the interiors of the Holy Word, will, like the Urim and Thummim, give 
responses of wisdem and consolation, according to the spiritual wants and 
distresses of each. But surely in this we form an erroneous judgment, and 
are anxious only, because we cannot discover, in those operations which em- 
brace the whole, and at the same time the eternal end of each, our own ex- 
ternal transitory views, and our feeble means for their accomplishment.— 
Looking a little deeper than the mere surface, or manifestation of this glo- 
rious dispensation, we acknowledge with devout gratitude to our Z£terna/ 
Futher, that His ways of gently leading his children to Himself, are as mani- 
fold as human minds, and that in this, His second coming, every perception 
of truth which leads to good, and to the love of the Lorp, as its supreme 
and only source, is a Revelation of Himself, and in the recipient mind, and 
there only, He builds his holy Church. But this is a sight which can only 
be seen by Him, who is the essential life and soul of all; we must be con- 
tent, and rejoice to see it manifested in the improvement of society, in the 
more general freedom of thought, the dissipation of the mists of prejudice, 
and the reception of the pure doctrines of truth, in the understanding and 
the life. In all these, I am happy to say, we have had lately abundant testi- 
monies of that hidden operation, which we thus view as in a mirror, and these 
I shall have the pleasure of repeating to you, that yourself and our friends 
may increase our joy by participation. 

“First then, with respect to the reception of the new doctrines; our 
friend Mr. Ley, an English gentleman settled at Rotterdam, has lately adver- 
tised in the continental papers, the existence of societies, instituted in this 
kingdom, for the purpose of printing and publishing the writings of Emanue!} 
Swedenborg, and requesting that communications might be sent to us from 
those societies and individuals who had embraced the heavenly doctrines. 
The effect of this gentleman’s kindness has been most gratifying and satis- 
factory. We have had letters from Switzerland, the north of Germany, 
Denmark, and Sweden, and I am pretty confident that our friends in Ameri- 
ca will be highly pleased when they read their contents in our next annual 
report. From Switzerland we have a letter written by the Curé of a small 
town, who is at the same time, the leader of three small societies, established 
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in his own and two neighbouring places, consisting in the whole of about seven- 
ty-five persons. I have not the letters by me, or else I would enter more into 
particulars ; however, among others, I remember we have two from Privy- 
Counsellors of Hesse and Denmark, one from Burkhardt, the Geometrician, 
and they all announce the reception of our glorious doctrines, and an ardent 
zeal for the more general diffusion of heavenly light and life. But one of 
our most important, as well as most interesting letters is a very valuable com- 
munication from Dr. N-—, of Carlscrona in Sweden, a Doctor in Divinity, a 
Member of the Royal Academy of Stockholm, and of the Society Pro Fide 
et Charitate. He gives us his views upon the mode which it will be neces- 
sary to adopt with different nations and denominations in order fradually to 
bring them into the fold of the New Jerusalem. The plan seems founded on 
an application to the best points in every system, and there are some good 
in every system—and on a purification and elevation of those particular 
truths, to the final rejection of erroneous and pernicious doctrines. He em- 
braces a wide field, sufficient to employ us all, and our descendants for these 
two hundred years to come. But you will soon read the whole of this, and 
other valuable communications; so I shall proceed to another subject 
of no little interest to us, so far as respects the future growth of the New 
Church in these realms. We have lately written to the heads of the seven Uni- 
versities of these kingdoms, announcing to them a resolution which passed 
at our annual meeting last year, that such of the works of our author as our 
society had published should be presented to their public library; and in 
answer, we had the satisfaction to find, that our present was in every 
case most graciously acknowledged, and in some instances with expressions 
of gratitude and estimation on the parts of the University, that, coupled 
with an extraordinary circumstance, which I shall presently relate, promises, 
by the divine blessing, the most auspicious result in determining young men, 
who are preparing for the ministry, to consult, and to receive these pure 
expositions of the holy word. ‘The extraordinary circumstance to which I 
alluded, is this. About two years ago, our very dear friend Mr. Clowes and 
myself in a little journey passed through Cambridge, and visiting the library 
of Trinity College, our Alma Mater, we agreed to leave each a memorial on 
its shelves ; he placed there, the beautiful treatise, “ On the worship and 
the love of God,” and I, “* The doctrine of the Lord.” Well, Sir, the last 
news we had of our books was from a sincere recipient, a member of the 
University, who informed us that the former, had excited the greatest atten- 
tion among the young men, that it was scarcely ever in the library, and that 
it formed quite a topic for conversation; all this promises well, and we 
look forward to still more blessed effects from our present, which by 
the kind assistance of our Manchester friends, is made complete, and that 
the declaration of our author, will, by these and other means be accom- 
plished, that the: Universities will send forth ministers to proclaim the 
mercies of the Lord, in thus revealing Himself and wonders of His kingdom 
by opening the interiors of His holy word. May his blessing, his light and 
peace rest upon your society to its eternal welfare, is the prayer of, my dear 
sir, your friend and brother.” 
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As connected with the preceding, we think it useful to insert 
the following extract from the Intellectual Repository, for July, 
1818. 


“¢ State ind Progress of the New Church in Foreign Countries. 


«‘ A member of the London Society for Printing and Publishing the Writ- 
ings of E. S. resident at Rotterdam, caused, some time ago, an advertisement, 
announcing the existence of the above Society and that of Manchester, to be 
inserted in several of the continental journals; which has been the occasion 
of our obtaining far more information respecting the state of reception in the 
otlter parts of Europe than has hitherto been known in this country. The let- 
ters conveying this information, or the most interesting parts of them, will 
no doubt soon be published in the Society’s Report; in the mean time our 
readers may be pleased to be informed, that there are several from different 
parts of Germany, two from Switzerland, and one from a new and very intel- 
ligent correspondent, a doctor of divinity, in Sweden. Those from Germany 
demonstrate, that there are various individual friends to the cause scattered 
through the different states of that vast country, who appear to be drooping 
in solitude without any knowledge of each other, no societies having hither- 
to been formed. In Switzerland, however, in the canton of Appenzell, in St. 
Gall, and Graubunden, there appears to exist a society of seventy or eighty 
members and their families, who have been brought to the knowledge of truth 
by the exertions of two parochial ministers: but these, as well as the friends 
in Germany, find their progress greatly impeded by the want of books, there 
being but few of the works translated into the German language, arid very 
few copies of these to be procured. On the whole, it is impossible to read 
these letters without emotions of affection mixed with pity, and connected 
with sentiments of gratitude for the superior privileges which we in this 
country enjoy. Means have here been found for the publication of the whole 
of the writings in our native tongue, with many other works in agreement 
with them; and we here enjoy the inestimable liberty of printing, publishing, 
and preaching as we please; in consequence of which the seeds of divine 
truth have here found a comparatively extensive reception. In all these ad- 
vantages our continental brethren are wofully behind us, insomuch that we 
cannot compare the difference of our situation without thinking we hear the 
voice of the vision which said to Paul, “Come over and help us.” Measures 
have been taken by the Society to learn their situation more particularly, af- 
ter which it will be necessary to consider how the great cause may be best 
promoted ; which will most probably be, by encouraging the formation of 
Societies and stimulating them to the translation and publication of the writ- 
ings in the German language. In the latter case, (such is the distressed si- 
tuation of the continent,) pecuniary aid will be necessary; and we doubt not 
that the affectionate recipients of the heavenly doctrines in this country, 
who, together with the trath itself, have received the duty of labouring di- 
ligently for its propagation, will do their utmost to enable the Society to ful- 
fil its wishes, by following the example of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
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ciety, and rearing a progeny of co-operative Societies throughout the various 
countries of Europe, till the writings are published in their respective lan- 
guages, and the truths they contain extensively received, throughout the 


civilized globe.” 

In Enctanp, which may be truly called the cradle of the 
New Church, as well as of the Bible Societiesfjour friends are 
going on with increasing vigour. But the old question of separa- 
tion from the established Church has been revived, and is now 
debated with considerable animation. In such hands, however, 
no danger can arise from the discussion. Both parties will con- 
tinue to perform most eminent uses. Both are under the control 
of their common master, and will be guided for the eventual good 
of his church. It is remarkable, that at the commencement of the 
Christian dispensation, a similar difference of opinion took place 
among the apostles, as to the necessity of continuing in the ex- 
ternals of the Jewish church. But not being able to come toa 
uniformity of sentiment, they made rather a truce than an agree- 
ment, that each might be allowed to pursue their own views: 
this was the result of what is called the first council of the Chris- 

tian church, held at Jerusalem. See Acts, c. 15. and c. 21. 
Gal. c. 2. 

After waiting for a long time, we have at last received the Man- 
chester and Hawkstone Reports and the two numbers of the In- 
tellectual Repository, for April and July. They contain, as 
usual, much edifying matter, and are rich repasts for the spiritu-_ 
al appetite of the reader. | 

As it is always pleasant to be had in esteem and affectionate 
remembrance by our friends, it will be gratifying to the two la- 
dies, who have employed their pens so much to their own honour 
and the benefit of the church, to publish the following extract 
from the Manchester Report, for January, of the present year. 
And we most sincerely assure them that their American friends 
partake deeply of the gratification. _ 


**The Society cannot close their narrative of transactions in America, 
without adverting to a circumstance, extraordinary in itself, and which, when 
viewed in connexion with the interests of the New Church, promises to be 
equally beneficial. The circumstance to which they allude is this: Two 
ladies, one residing in Boston, and the other in the neighbourhood of New 
York, have lately taken up their pens in Defence of the Heavenly Doctrines 
of the New Jerusalem, and have employed them with so much zeal, intelli- 
gence and force, that the happiest results may be expected from their publi. 
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cations. The work written by the lady at Boston is entitled, Religion and 
Philosophy united, or an Attempt to show, that Philosophical principles form the 
foundation of the New Jerusalem Church, as developed to the world in the Mis- 
sion of the Honourable Emanuel Swedenborg ; and that written by the lady in 
the neighbourhood of New York is entitled, An Interesting Correspondence, 


between the Rev. John Johnson, Pastor of the first Presbyterian Church, in New- 
burgh, State of New York, and Miss Elizabeth Jones. 


“It would be difficult to give an adequate description of the peculiar ex- 
cellencies which distinguish each performance, but of this the Society are 
confident, that they cannot too earnestly recommend them to the perusal 
of their readers, who will not fail to discover from that perusal, that the 
Atmieurty has still in His Church a Jae/ and a Judith, [See Judges, iv. v; and 
the History of Judith ;] and that he has again sold Sisera and Holofernes into 
the hands of a Woman. The Society think it proper also to inform their 
readers, that at their last quarterly meeting, they ordered a new edition of 


«Miss Jones’s Correspondence, to the amount of five hundred copies, to be im- 
mediately printed.” 


The general conferetice of the New Church, in England, was to 
have met in Derby, on Tuesday, the 11th of August last. We 
have as yet received no account of its proceedings. We hope the 
time is not distant when the English conference will be attended 
by deputies from America, and the convention of the New Church 
in the United States be attended by deputies from England. 
Such a measure would tend to draw the cords of affection closer, 


and strengthen and unite the operations of the Church in both 
countries, to the common benefit. 


——_——wg -- Ga 
ORDINATION OF NEW CHURCH MINISTERS. 

Charles J. Doughty, esq. of the city of New York, was, on the 
Sth day of August last, at the request of the New Jerusalem So- 
ciety of that place, ordained a priest and teaching minister in the 
Lord’s Church of the New Jerusalem, with power, under the au- 
thority, and at the request of the said society, and in the manner, 
and under such restrictions as they may prescribe, to ordain other 
priests and ministers, and with power also to conduct public 
worship, to celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, mar- 
riages, baptisms and funerals; and generally to perform all 
holy rites and divine ordinances of the church. The ceremony 
of ordination was performed, in the city of New York, by the 
Rev. M. M. Carll, the approbation of the Rev. John Hargrove, of 


Baltimore, having been previously obtained, as recommended by 
the convention, at the second annual meeting. 
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'- Thomas Newport, of the vicinity of Lebanon, in Warren coun- 
ty, state of Ohio, was, in the afternoon of the Lord’s day, the 
27th of September last, at the request of the New Jerusalem So- 
ciety of that vicinity, ordained as a priest and teaching minister 
of the Lord’s Church of the New Jerusalem, with power, with the 
assent and. approbation of the said society, and of two of the 
churches, of Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York, to ordain 
other priests and-teaching ministers (who are not to be invested 
with the power of ordaining other priests and ministers) and 
with power also to conduct public worship, to celebrate the sa- 
crament of the Lord’s Supper, marriages, baptisms and funerals ; 
and generally to perform all holy rites and divine ordinances of 
the church. The ceremony of ordination was performed by the 
Rev. David Powell, of Steubenville, Ohio, who was to this pur- 

pose specially empowered, by order of the first New Jeru- 
salem Church of the city of Philadelphia, concurred in and ap- 

proved by the Rev. John Hargrove of Baltimore. , 


————S ED »)> Gee 


We have now completed our first volume. It is for our readers 
to judge how far the work is worthy of future patronage. Without 
taking praise to ourselves for the manner of iis execution, we are 
free to say, that a publication of this nature is indispensible to the 
speedy establishment of the church in the United States. It affords 
the most effectual means of uniting friends, so widely separated as 
to place, in one bond of affection and combined operation. The 
emanations of heat and light from our common Lord, whilst they are 
distinctively appropriated by each recipient, will be transmitted 
and again collected into one focus, for the warmth and illumina- 
tion of the whole church. As the expense of such a publication 
requires considerable patronage, our friends in every part of the 

United States are affectionately requested to exert themselves to 
procure subscribers wherever it is practicable. Few of the church, 
it is presumed, are so lestitute of worldly means as to be unable to 
pay a year’s subscription for the Repository, and where means are 
hope they will not be withheld. In those places where 
ad iments can be inserted in the newspapers free of expense, 
we would”s st the propriety of our friends’ advertising the 
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